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Marking the forty-fifth anniversary of Apollo 11’s moon landing, First Man by James Hansen offers the only
authorized glimpse into the life of America’s most famous astronaut, Neil Armstrong—the man whose “one
small step” changed history.

“The Eagle has landed.”

When Apollo 11 touched down on the moon’s surface in 1969, the first man on the moon became a legend.
In First Man, Hansen explores the life of Neil Armstrong. Based on over fifty hours of interviews with the
intensely private Armstrong, who also gave Hansen exclusive access to private documents and family
sources, this “magnificent panorama of the second half of the American twentieth century” (Publishers
Weekly, starred review) is an unparalleled biography of an American icon.

Upon his return to earth, Armstrong was honored and celebrated for his monumental achievement. He was
also—as James R. Hansen reveals in this fascinating and important biography—misunderstood. Armstrong’s
accomplishments as engineer, test pilot, and astronaut have long been a matter of record, but Hansen’s
unprecedented access to private documents and unpublished sources and his interviews with more than 125
subjects (including more than fifty hours with Armstrong himself) yield this first in-depth analysis of an
elusive American celebrity still renowned the world over.

In a riveting narrative filled with revelations, Hansen vividly recreates Armstrong’s career in flying, from his
seventy-eight combat missions as a naval aviator flying over North Korea to his formative transatmospheric
flights in the rocket-powered X-15 to his piloting Gemini VIII to the first-ever docking in space. These
milestones made it seem, as Armstrong’s mother Viola memorably put it, “as if from the very moment he
was born—farther back still—that our son was somehow destined for the Apollo 11 mission.”

For a pilot who cared more about flying to the Moon than he did about walking on it, Hansen asserts,
Armstrong’s storied vocation exacted a dear personal toll, paid in kind by his wife and children. For the
forty-five years since the Moon landing, rumors have swirled around Armstrong concerning his dreams of
space travel, his religious beliefs, and his private life.

In a penetrating exploration of American hero worship, Hansen addresses the complex legacy of the First
Man, as an astronaut and as an individual. In First Man, the personal, technological, epic, and iconic blend to
form the portrait of a great but reluctant hero who will forever be known as history’s most famous space
traveler.
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From reader reviews:

Gracie Thomas:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and also important the book First Man: The Life of Neil A.
Armstrong. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

Bertha Underwood:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important usually. The book First Man: The Life of Neil A. Armstrong seemed to be
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The reserve First Man: The Life of Neil A. Armstrong is not only giving you much more
new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to
read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book First Man: The Life of Neil A. Armstrong.
You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Amber Tyson:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this First Man: The Life of Neil A. Armstrong
book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Sunny Weaver:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to
others. When you read this First Man: The Life of Neil A. Armstrong, you may tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.
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