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Written by an architect who has been designing and building affordable housing for thirty years, this well-
illustrated book is both a call to create well-designed places for the homeless and areview of innovative and
successful building designs that now serve diverse communities across the United States. Sam Davis argues
for safe and functional architectural designs and programs that symbolically reintegrate the homelessinto
society in buildings that offer beauty, security, and hope to those most in need.

Davis presents a new perspective, considering the personal concerns of the homeless, the social costs of
homelessness, and organizational and design issues. He examines problems of community fit and site
planning, building design and orga-nization, and interior layout and suggests how to weigh costs and
optimize expenditures. He asks and answers a range of challenging questions. What is possible and desirable
when designing a new facility for the homeless? Should it be elegant or unassuming? What types of spaces
should be included? How should it look and what should it feel like? Should it be more like a house or more
like adormitory? What is the proper balance between function, quality of construction, and architectural
delight?

Designing for the Homel ess recounts how various communities have addressed the problem of housing the
homel ess, beginning with one of the most ambitious plans, the St. Vincent de Paul Village in San Diego,
which opened in 1987. Davis vividly recounts the plight of those who become homeless. His practical
knowledge, familiarity with solutions to date, and vision for the future—all expressed clearly and
convincingly—make this innovative book an indispensable resource for architects, public policy anaysts,
and anyone concerned about housing the homeless.
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From reader reviews:
Keisha Kent:

The guide with title Designing for the Homeless: Architecture That Works contains alot of information that
you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of help after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That isimportant to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the the positive
effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Jose Gray:

A lot of people aways spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity hereislook different you can read
abook. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent al day long to reading
apublication. The book Designing for the Homeless: Architecture That Worksiit is quite good to read. There
are alot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mQOore effortlessly to read this
book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Christine Hughes:

Isit anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Designing for the Homeless: Architecture
That Works can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your
time by reading in this new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Eileen Schmitt;

Some peopl e said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they
get ahalf portions of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Designing for the Homeless: Architecture
That Works to make your own reading isinteresting. Y our skill of reading ability is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book
and study it. Beside that the guide Designing for the Homeless: Architecture That Works can to be your
brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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