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The romance novel has the strange distinction of being the most popular but least respected of literary
genres. While it remains consistently dominant in bookstores and on best-seller lists, it is also widely
dismissed by the critical community. Scholars have alleged that romance novels help create subservient
readers, who are largely women, by confining heroines to stories that ignore issues other than love and
marriage.

Pamela Regis argues that such critical studies fail to take into consideration the personal choice of readers,
offer any true definition of the romance novel, or discuss the nature and scope of the genre. Presenting the
counterclaim that the romance novel does not enslave women but, on the contrary, is about celebrating
freedom and joy, Regis offers a definition that provides critics with an expanded vocabulary for discussing a
genre that is both classic and contemporary, sexy and entertaining.

Taking the stance that the popular romance novel is a work of literature with a brilliant pedigree, Regis
asserts that it is also a very old, stable form. She traces the literary history of the romance novel from
canonical works such as Richardson's Pamela through Austen's Pride and Prejudice, Brontë's Jane Eyre, and
E. M. Hull's The Sheik, and then turns to more contemporary works such as the novels of Georgette Heyer,
Mary Stewart, Janet Dailey, Jayne Ann Krentz, and Nora Roberts.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Davis:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled A Natural History of the Romance Novel. Try to face the
book A Natural History of the Romance Novel as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend
when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Ruth Westlund:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled A Natural History of the Romance Novel can be excellent
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Barbara Norwood:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love A Natural History of the Romance
Novel, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Andrea Lampkin:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book A Natural History of the Romance Novel was
vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book A Natural History of the Romance Novel
has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally
make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case
and try to like reading which.
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