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On July 8, 1860, fire destroyed the entire business section of Dallas, Texas. At about the same time, two
other fires damaged towns near Dallas. Early reports indicated that spontaneous combustion was the cause of
the blazes, but four days later, Charles Pryor, editor of the Dallas Herald, wrote letters to editors of pro-
Democratic newspapers, alleging that the fires were the result of a vast abolitionist conspiracy, the purpose
of which was to devastate northern Texas and free the region's slaves. White preachers from the North, he
asserted, had recruited local slaves to set the fires, murder the white men of their region, and rape their wives
and daughters. These sensational allegations set off an unprecedented panic that extended throughout the
Lone Star State and beyond. In Texas Terror, Donald E. Reynolds offers a deft analysis of these events and
illuminates the ways in which this fictionalized conspiracy determined the course of southern secession
immediately before the Civil War.

As Reynolds explains, all three fires probably resulted from a combination of extreme heat and the presence
of new, and highly volatile, phosphorous matches in local stores. But from July until mid-September,
vigilantes from the Red River to the Gulf of Mexico charged numerous whites and blacks with involvement
in the alleged conspiracy and summarily hanged many of them. Southern newspapers reprinted lurid stories
of the alleged abolitionist plot in Texas, and a spate of similar panics occurred in other states. States-rights
Democrats asserted that the Republican Party had given tacit approval, if not active support, to the
abolitionist scheme, and they repeatedly cited the "Texas Troubles" as an example of what would happen
throughout the South if Lincoln were elected president. After Lincoln's election, secessionists charged that
all who opposed immediate secession were inviting abolitionists to commit unspeakable depredations.
Secessionists used this argument, as Reynolds clearly shows, with great effectiveness, particularly where
there was significant opposition to immediate secession.

Mining a rich vein of primary sources, Reynolds demonstrates that secessionists throughout the Lower South
created public panic for a purpose: preparing a traditionally nationalistic region for withdrawal from the
Union. Their exploitation of the "Texas Troubles," Reynolds asserts, was a critical and possibly decisive
factor in the Lower South's decision to leave the Union of their fathers and form the Confederacy.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Pinkerton:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Texas Terror: The Slave Insurrection Panic of 1860 and the
Secession of the Lower South (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War). Try to the
actual book Texas Terror: The Slave Insurrection Panic of 1860 and the Secession of the Lower South
(Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) as your good friend. It means that it can
for being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it
is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every
little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Shannon Silva:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Texas Terror: The Slave
Insurrection Panic of 1860 and the Secession of the Lower South (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of
the American Civil War) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to
start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Texas Terror: The Slave Insurrection Panic of 1860
and the Secession of the Lower South (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War)
become your own starter.

Edna Brooks:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Texas Terror: The Slave Insurrection
Panic of 1860 and the Secession of the Lower South (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American
Civil War) is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did
not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read
it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Marni Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is



very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book.
Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Texas Terror: The Slave
Insurrection Panic of 1860 and the Secession of the Lower South (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of
the American Civil War).
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