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Leading scholars in the field of social networks from diverse disciplines present the first systematic and
comprehensive collection of current theories and empirical research on the informal connections that
individuals have for support, help, and information from other people. Expanding on concepts originally
formulated by Pierre Bourdieu and James Coleman, this seminal work will find an essential place with
educators and students in the fields of social networks, rational choice theory, institutions, and the
socioeconomics of poverty, labor markets, social psychology, and race.

The volume is divided into three parts. The first segment clarifies social capital as a concept and explores its
theoretical and operational bases. Additional segments provide brief accounts that place the development of
social capital in the context of the family of capital theorists, and identify some critical but controversial
perspectives and statements regarding social capital in the literature. The editors then make the argument for
the network perspective, why and how such a perspective can clarify controversies and advance our
understanding of a whole range of instrumental and expressive outcomes.

Social Capital further provides a forum for ongoing research programs initiated by social scientists working
at the crossroads of formal theory and new methods. These scholars and programs share certain
understandings and approaches in their analyses of social capital. They argue that social networks are the
foundation of social capital. Social networks simultaneously capture individuals and social structure, thus
serving as a vital conceptual link between actions and structural constraints, between micro- and macro-level
analyses, and between relational and collective dynamic processes. They are further cognizant of the dual
significance of the "structural" features of the social networks and the "resources" embedded in the networks
as defining elements of social capital.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Grimes:

The book Social Capital: Theory and Research (Sociology and Economics) can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book
Social Capital: Theory and Research (Sociology and Economics)? A few of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book Social Capital: Theory and Research (Sociology and Economics) has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Adrienne McGinnis:

This Social Capital: Theory and Research (Sociology and Economics) is great reserve for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can say
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Social Capital: Theory and Research (Sociology and Economics) in your hand like finding
the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr.
and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

James McFarland:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Social Capital: Theory and Research (Sociology and Economics) offer you a new experience
in studying a book.

David Wilkens:

You may spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Social Capital: Theory and Research
(Sociology and Economics) is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It
is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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