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Film noir was a cycle in American cinema which first came into prominence during World War II, peaked in
the 1950s, and began to taper off as a definable trend by 1960. Over the years, a group of films from the
period emerged as noir standards, beginning with Stranger on the Third Floor in 1940. However, since film
noir is too wide-ranging, it cannot be kept within the narrow limits of the official canon that has been
established by film historians. Consequently, several neglected movies made during the classic noir period
need to be re-evaluated as noir films.

In Out of the Shadows: Expanding the Canon of Classic Film Noir, Gene Phillips provides an in-depth
examination of several key noir films, including acknowledged masterpieces like Laura, The Maltese
Falcon, Sunset Boulevard, and Touch of Evil, as well as films not often associated with film noir like
Spellbound, A Double Life, and Anatomy of a Murder. Phillips also examines overlooked or
underappreciated films such as Song of the Thin Man, The Glass Key, Ministry of Fear, and Act of Violence.
Also considered in this reevaluation are significant neo-noir films, among them Chinatown, Hammett, L.A.
Confidential, and The Talented Mr. Ripley.

In his analyses, Phillips draws upon a number of sources, including personal interviews with directors and
others connected with their productions, screenplays, and evaluations of other commentators. Out of the
Shadows explores not only the most celebrated noir films but offers new insight into underrated films that
deserve reconsideration. Of interest to film historians and scholars, this volume will also appeal to anyone
who wants a better understanding of the works that represent this unique cycle in American filmmaking.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Welton:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Out of the Shadows: Expanding the Canon of Classic
Film Noir why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Charlene Johnson:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Out of the
Shadows: Expanding the Canon of Classic Film Noir offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Rachel Kaufman:

Beside this particular Out of the Shadows: Expanding the Canon of Classic Film Noir in your phone, it might
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Out of the Shadows: Expanding the Canon of Classic Film Noir because
this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's
about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book and read it from right now!

Dwight Richardson:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the
book Out of the Shadows: Expanding the Canon of Classic Film Noir we can get more advantage. Don't that
you be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book
that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Out of the Shadows:
Expanding the Canon of Classic Film Noir. You can more attractive than now.
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