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Imagining Transgender is an ethnography of the emergence and institutionalization of transgender as a
category of collective identity and political activism. Embraced by activists in the early 1990s to advocate for
gender-variant people, the category quickly gained momentum in public health, social service, scholarly, and
legislative contexts. Working as a safer-sex activist in Manhattan during the late 1990s, David Valentine
conducted ethnographic research among mostly male-to-female transgender-identified people at drag balls,
support groups, cross-dresser organizations, clinics, bars, and clubs. However, he found that many of those
labeled “transgender” by activists did not know the term or resisted its use. Instead, they self-identified as
“gay,” a category of sexual rather than gendered identity and one rejected in turn by the activists who
claimed these subjects as transgender. Valentine analyzes the reasons for and potential consequences of this
difference, and how social theory is implicated in it.

Valentine argues that “transgender” has been adopted so rapidly in the contemporary United States because it
clarifies a model of gender and sexuality that has been gaining traction within feminism, psychiatry, and
mainstream gay and lesbian politics since the 1970s: a paradigm in which gender and sexuality are distinct
arenas of human experience. This distinction and the identity categories based on it erase the experiences of
some gender-variant people—particularly poor persons of color—who conceive of gender and sexuality in
other terms. While recognizing the important advances transgender has facilitated, Valentine argues that a
broad vision of social justice must include, simultaneously, an attentiveness to the politics of language and a
recognition of how social theoretical models and broader political economies are embedded in the day-to-day
politics of identity.
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From reader reviews:

Andrea Whitt:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Imagining Transgender: An
Ethnography of a Category book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Becky Duncan:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Imagining Transgender: An Ethnography of a
Category is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Marion Driskell:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Imagining Transgender: An Ethnography of a Category the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get previous to. The Imagining Transgender: An Ethnography of a Category giving
you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better
life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Jessie Adams:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Imagining Transgender: An Ethnography
of a Category to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a
book and read it. Beside that the reserve Imagining Transgender: An Ethnography of a Category can to be
your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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