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Have you ever wondered about expressions such as “The cat’s out of the bag,” “Fast-buck artist,” and “On
the Q.T.?” Patrick Edwards explores these sayings and their fascinating origins, original meanings and
present day usage having to do with Wall Street crime and Ponzi schemes. For instance, “Cooking the
books” originated in England when the Earl of Strafford said: “The proof was once clear; however, they have
cooked it ever since.” The year was 1636, and the Earl was referring to altering ingredients in a recipe—not
the “creative accounting” all too common in today’s business world. The expressions in this book deal with
“white-collar crime,” first defined in 1939 by Professor Edwin Sutherland, who said, “There is a vast
difference between white collar-crime and blue-collar crime, and high social status has a lot to do with the
distinction. White-collar crime is often committed by a person of respectability in the course of his or her
occupation.” Edwards uses familiar phrases, idioms and proverbs to take the reader through high profile
events of the 2000s, such as the demise of Enron, Adelphia, WorldCom, and more recently AIG and Ponzi
schemes. He also includes thought-provoking and humorous quotes, such as this one from comedian Jay
Leno: “It looks like more than 13,000 people were caught up in that Madoff Ponzi scheme. You know what a
Ponzi scheme is? That’s when you throw good money after bad; or as the government calls it, a stimulus
package.” Come along on a fascinating historical tour of some of today’s most familiar financial expressions.
Patrick M. Edwards 2011
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Perez:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this They Cooked The Books: A
Different Look At The World Of Wall Street Fraud book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Charles Lemaster:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this They
Cooked The Books: A Different Look At The World Of Wall Street Fraud, you may tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
publication.

Elizabeth Morris:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This They Cooked The Books: A
Different Look At The World Of Wall Street Fraud can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Everett Barton:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of They Cooked The Books: A Different
Look At The World Of Wall Street Fraud can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one
book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let
me have They Cooked The Books: A Different Look At The World Of Wall Street Fraud.
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