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A survey of the quirks and quandaries of the English language, focusing on our strange and wonderful
grammar

Why do we say “I am reading a catalog” instead of “I read a catalog”? Why do we say “do” at all? Is the way
we speak a reflection of our cultural values? Delving into these provocative topics and more, Our
Magnificent Bastard Language distills hundreds of years of fascinating lore into one lively history.

Covering such turning points as the little-known Celtic and Welsh influences on English, the impact of the
Viking raids and the Norman Conquest, and the Germanic invasions that started it all during the fifth century
ad, John McWhorter narrates this colorful evolution with vigor. Drawing on revolutionary genetic and
linguistic research as well as a cache of remarkable trivia about the origins of English words and syntax
patterns, Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue ultimately demonstrates the arbitrary, maddening nature of
English— and its ironic simplicity due to its role as a streamlined lingua franca during the early formation of
Britain. This is the book that language aficionados worldwide have been waiting for (and no, it’s not a sin to
end a sentence with a preposition).
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Miller:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The
Untold History of English will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence
if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored.
It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book
with you?

Sylvia Johnson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold History of English
book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer involving Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold History of English content conveys
objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold
History of English is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Todd Jacob:

Beside this specific Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold History of English in your phone, it may
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold History of English because
this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what
it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that?
Find this book along with read it from right now!

Ignacio Lewis:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold History of English when you required it?
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