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Familiar landmarks in hundreds of American towns, Carnegie libraries today seem far from controversial. In
Free to All, however, Abigail A. Van Slyck shows that the classical façades and symmetrical plans of these
buildings often mask a complex and contentious history.

"The whole story is told here in this book. Carnegie's wishes, the conflicts among local groups, the
architecture, development of female librarians. It's a rich and marvelous story, lovingly told."—Alicia
Browne, Journal of American Culture

"This well-written and extensively researched work is a welcome addition to the history of architecture,
librarianship, and philanthropy."—Joanne Passet, Journal of American History

"Van Slyck's book is a tremendous contribution for its keenness of scholarship and good writing and also for
its perceptive look at a familiar but misunderstood icon of the American townscape."—Howard Wight
Marshall, Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians

"[Van Slyck's] reading of the cultural coding implicit in the architectural design of the library makes a
significant contribution to our understanding of the limitations of the doctrine 'free to all.'"—Virginia
Quarterly Review
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From reader reviews:

Esther Ponce:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book Free to All: Carnegie Libraries & American Culture, 1890-
1920 ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication Free to All: Carnegie Libraries & American
Culture, 1890-1920 is not only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when
you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship together with the book Free to All: Carnegie Libraries & American Culture, 1890-1920. You
never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

John Bradley:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Free to All: Carnegie Libraries & American
Culture, 1890-1920 book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Marilyn Perez:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more
time to be go through. Free to All: Carnegie Libraries & American Culture, 1890-1920 can be your answer
as it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Eun Christensen:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book Free to
All: Carnegie Libraries & American Culture, 1890-1920. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant
that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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