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This book explores the meanings and complexities of India’ s experience of transition from colonial to the
post-colonial period. It focuses on the first five years — from independence on 15th August 1947 to the first
general election in January 1952 — in the politics of West Bengal, the new Indian province that was created
asaresult of the Partition.

The author, a specialist on the history of modern India, discusses what freedom actually meant to various
individuals, communities and political parties, how they responded to it, how they extended its meaning and
how in their anxiety to confront the realities of free India, they began to invent new enemies of their newly
acquired freedom. By emphasising the representations of popular mentality rather than the institutional
changes brought in by the process of decolonization, he draws attention to other concerns and anxieties that
were related to the problems of coming to terms with the newly achieved freedom and the responsibility of
devising independent rules of governance that would suit the historic needs of a pluralist nation.

Decolonization in South Asia analyses the transitional politics of West Bengal in light of recent
developmentsin postcolonial theory on nationalism, treating the ‘nation’ as a space for contestation, rather
than a natural breeding ground for homogeneity in the complex poalitical scenario of post-independence
India. It will appeal to academicsinterested in political science, sociology, social anthropology and cultural
and Asian studies.
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From reader reviews:
Maria Abdl:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Decolonization in
South Asia: Meanings of Freedom in Post-independence West Bengal, 1947-52 (Routledge Studies in South
Asian History) suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled
Decolonization in South Asia: Meanings of Freedom in Post-independence West Bengal, 1947-52
(Routledge Studies in South Asian History)is the one of several books this everyone read now. Thiskind of
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the ssimple way, thus all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you alots of information
about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

William Patter son:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you arein the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer may be Decolonization in South Asia: Meanings of Freedom in Post-independence
West Bengal, 1947-52 (Routledge Studies in South Asian History) why because the excellent cover that
make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Louis Trent:

Y ou can spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Decolonization in South Asia: Meanings of
Freedom in Post-independence West Bengal, 1947-52 (Routledge Studiesin South Asian History) issimple
bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You
can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Teresita Donahue:

With this erawhich isthe greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It isjust simple method to have that. What you
need to do isjust spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. Among the books
in thetop list in your reading list is usually Decolonization in South Asia: Meanings of Freedom in Post-
independence West Bengal, 1947-52 (Routledge Studies in South Asian History). This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and



review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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