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Allusions are a colorful extension to the English language, drawing on our collective knowledge of literature,
mythology, and the Bible to give us a literary shorthand for describing people, places, and events. A cunning
crook is an Artful Dodger, a daydreamer is like Billy Liar, a powerful woman is a modern-day Amazon - we
can suffer like Sisyphus, fail like Canute, or linger like the smile of the Cheshire Cat.

This absorbing and accessible A-Z explains the meanings of allusions in modern English, from Adonis to
Zorro, Tartarus to Tarzan, and Rubens to Rambo. Fascinating to browse, the book is based on an extensive
reading program that has identified the most commonly-used allusions. For the third edition all entries have
been reviewed, revised, and updated to ensure the consistency of coverage of allusions and references, and to
make sure all entries have at least one illustrative citation from an even wider range of source materials: from
Aldous Huxley to Philip Roth, and Emily Bronte. The new edition also includes a useful bibliography to help
readers explore the world of references and allusions further.

The Oxford Dictionary of Reference and Allusion is both a useful and user-friendly reference work for
students of English Literature and Language, as well as for non-native English speakers who need
explanations of unusual references, and an absorbing browseable volume for all lovers of literature and
culture in general.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Wells:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Adonis to Zorro: Oxford Dictionary of Reference and Allusion. Try to the
actual book Adonis to Zorro: Oxford Dictionary of Reference and Allusion as your friend. It means that it
can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can
know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Roxie Jenkins:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Adonis to Zorro: Oxford Dictionary of Reference and
Allusion. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how
is important a new book Adonis to Zorro: Oxford Dictionary of Reference and Allusion. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple
point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Corey Watts:

This book untitled Adonis to Zorro: Oxford Dictionary of Reference and Allusion to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Joel Wall:

The book with title Adonis to Zorro: Oxford Dictionary of Reference and Allusion contains a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era
of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.
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