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What are the origins of the idea of human rights and universal human dignity? How can we most fully
understand?and realize?these rights going into the future? In The Sacredness of the Person, internationally
renowned sociologist and social theorist Hans Joas tells a story that differs from conventional narratives by
tracing the concept of human rights back to the Judeo-Christian tradition or, alternately, to the secular French
Enlightenment. While drawing on sociologists such as Émile Durkheim, Max Weber, and Ernst Troeltsch,
Joas sets out a new path, proposing an affirmative genealogy in which human rights are the result of a
process of "sacralization" of every human being.

According to Joas, every single human being has increasingly been viewed as sacred. He discusses the
abolition of torture and slavery, once common practice in the pre-18th century west, as two milestones in
modern human history. The author concludes by portraying the emergence of the UN Declaration of Human
Rights of 1948 as a successful process of value generalization. Joas demonstrates that the history of human
rights cannot adequately be described as a history of ideas or as legal history, but as a complex
transformation in which diverse cultural traditions had to be articulated, legally codified, and assimilated into
practices of everyday life. The sacralization of the person and universal human rights will only be secure in
the future, warns Joas, through continued support by institutions and society, vigorous discourse in their
defense, and their incarnation in everyday life and practice.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Henson:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person
is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Sacredness of the Person: A New Genealogy of
Human Rights is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Molly Maldonado:

The guide with title The Sacredness of the Person: A New Genealogy of Human Rights posesses a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new know-
how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new
era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Lauren Robinson:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve The Sacredness of the Person: A New Genealogy of Human Rights
was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of
a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that
you simply wanted.

Lee Wing:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of
book The Sacredness of the Person: A New Genealogy of Human Rights. You'll be able to your knowledge
by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It
is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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