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This book documents and explains the remarkable decline in the American marriage rate that began about
1970. This decline has occurred in spite of the fact that married people are better off than unmarried people
in many ways. Many other attempts to explain the “retreat from marriage” blame it on culture change
involving a devaluation of marriage, and/or on ignorance of the benefits of marriage among the unmarried
population. In turn, because unmarried adults and single-parent families are poorer than others, poverty and
its associated problems are attributed to the failure to marry.

The argument presented here is that the declining marriage rate is due to the deteriorating position of
workers, particularly men, in the American economy. Not only have jobs disappeared and wages decreased,
especially for the less-educated, but existing jobs have become more precarious. Less-educated workers can’t
count on having jobs in the future, and can’t count on earning enough to support families if they have jobs
because their wages have stagnated. In this economic environment, the flexibility to change partners
becomes a survival strategy for the economically marginalized population, which has been increasing in size
for the past four decades. Arrangements such as cohabitation allow for this flexibility; marriage does not.

This argument implies that marriage is not a realistic choice for many Americans. In fact, it is a choice that
many people don’t actually have. Marriages between economically marginal men and women would not
eventuate in the benefits that middle-class people experience when they marry, and would eliminate an
option they may need to survive in the face of unrelenting poverty. We won’t convince these people that
marriage would improve their lives, because in most cases it wouldn’t be true. To return the marriage rate to
its pre-1970 level, we need to address the economic factors that have caused the decline.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Hairston:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Limits of Marriage: Why Getting Everyone Married
Won't Solve All Our Problems.

Clarice Johnson:

This The Limits of Marriage: Why Getting Everyone Married Won't Solve All Our Problems are generally
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Limits of
Marriage: Why Getting Everyone Married Won't Solve All Our Problems can be among the great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that
might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Limits of Marriage: Why
Getting Everyone Married Won't Solve All Our Problems giving you an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Marie Daugherty:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Limits of Marriage: Why Getting Everyone
Married Won't Solve All Our Problems can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Kelly Edge:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books
in the top checklist in your reading list is actually The Limits of Marriage: Why Getting Everyone Married
Won't Solve All Our Problems. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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