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A look at the voluntary sector in Japan, which has emerged strongly only in recent years.

The global discourse on civil society is both complicated and enriched in this participant study of Japan’s
volunteers, known as the third sector. In the wake of the Japanese government’s failed response to the 1995
earthquake, volunteers took the lead in providing aid to victims. This recent sea change in Japanese society
was quickly followed by the 1998 NPO Law (nonprofit organization law) that encourages third sector
activities. Drawing on his fieldwork at one of the new NPOs, Akihiro Ogawa explores in detail the social and
historical particularities of Japanese “civil society” or shimin shakai, revisiting how the concept is interpreted
and practiced by the volunteers themselves. Civil society, Ogawa argues, can best be understood as an active,
dynamic process rather than as a static, abstract model.

“…a welcome addition to the still scant ethnographic literature on Japan’s civil sector, providing an in-depth
and multi-dimensional look at the ways civil society organizations have been reimagined, mobilized and
constrained by the Japanese state and by its citizens … This book is especially valuable to the growing
number of practitioners in the fields of nonprofit management, voluntary action and social entrepreneurship.”
— Pacific Affairs

“Ogawa’s excellent study is particularly valuable because of its combination of ethnographic grounding and
analytical reach … His study raises important and uncomfortable questions about Japan’s civil society.” —
Japanese Studies

“…Ogawa challenges the notion that the third sector in Japan exists independent of the state … [and] offer[s]
fascinating insights into the state-civil society relations.” — Social Science Japan Journal

“Ogawa writes an interesting, provocative examination of the development of civil society in contemporary
Japan … This book will be of interest to students on non-Western civil society, scholars of contemporary
Japan and of social entrepreneurship, and research methodologists.” — CHOICE

“…Ogawa provides a fascinating account of contemporary Japanese civil society at the grass roots. His
careful and illuminating ethnography of a recently incorporated nonprofit organization (NPO) reveals
important insights into the changing nature of Japanese citizenship and the relationship between the
nonprofit sector and the state in contemporary Japan … a valuable addition to the growing literature on civil
society in Japan.” — Journal of Japanese Studies

“…Ogawa’s book provides a deep insight into contemporary Japan … This is an impressive study that is
truly multidisciplinary in its approach and analysis.” — Voluntas

“Akihiro Ogawa’s book is a timely and challenging ethnography of civil society in contemporary Japan.” —
Asian Anthropology
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Blow:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Failure of Civil Society?: The Third
Sector and the State in Contemporary Japan will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence
if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
acceptable book with you?

Lisa Maurer:

The book The Failure of Civil Society?: The Third Sector and the State in Contemporary Japan can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a
book The Failure of Civil Society?: The Third Sector and the State in Contemporary Japan? Some of you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Failure of Civil Society?: The Third Sector
and the State in Contemporary Japan has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jill White:

This The Failure of Civil Society?: The Third Sector and the State in Contemporary Japan tend to be reliable
for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Failure of Civil
Society?: The Third Sector and the State in Contemporary Japan can be one of many great books you must
have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that
possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Failure of Civil Society?: The
Third Sector and the State in Contemporary Japan forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

John Wiser:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Failure of Civil Society?: The
Third Sector and the State in Contemporary Japan publication written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
skepticism The Failure of Civil Society?: The Third Sector and the State in Contemporary Japan as good



book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book
by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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