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A passionate plea to preserve and renew public education, The Death and Life of the Great American School
System is a radical change of heart from one of America’s best-known education experts.

Diane Ravitch—former assistant secretary of education and a leader in the drive to create a national
curriculum—examines her career in education reform and repudiates positions that she once staunchly
advocated. Drawing on over forty years of research and experience, Ravitch critiques today’s most popular
ideas for restructuring schools, including privatization, standardized testing, punitive accountability, and the
feckless multiplication of charter schools. She shows conclusively why the business model is not an
appropriate way to improve schools. Using examples from major cities like New York, Philadelphia,
Chicago, Denver, and San Diego, Ravitch makes the case that public education today is in peril.

Ravitch includes clear prescriptions for improving America’s schools:
&endash;leave decisions about schools to educators, not politicians or businessmen

–devise a truly national curriculum that sets out what children in every grade should be learning

–expect charter schools to educate the kids who need help the most, not to compete with public schools

–pay teachers a fair wage for their work, not “merit pay” based on deeply flawed and unreliable test scores

–encourage family involvement in education from an early age

The Death and Life of the Great American School System is more than just an analysis of the state of play of
the American education system. It is a must-read for any stakeholder in the future of American schooling.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Tubbs:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The Death and
Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education? Maybe it
is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Patricia Spear:

The book The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are
Undermining Education can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave a good thing like a book The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How
Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Death and Life of the Great American School System:
How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education has simple shape but you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Mary Brown:

This The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining
Education is great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who else
always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data
accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult
core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Death and Life of the Great American
School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
within ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Susan Brooks:

The book untitled The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are
Undermining Education contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea
with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy



to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official
web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.
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