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Freemasons, Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias-why did millions of nineteenth-century American men belong
to these and other secret orders? In this engrossing study, Mark C. Carnes argues that fraternal rituals created
a fantasy world antithetical to prevailing religious practices, gender roles, and institutional structures,
offering a male religious counterculture that opposed an increasingly liberal and feminized Protestantism.
"[An] original and compelling study. . . . Making use of anthropology as well as social history, Carnes is
probably the first outsider to take these rituals seriously. . . . Playing the role of a graceful, controlling . . .
guide into these mysteries, Carnes slowly unveils his thesis, which itself has several layers of mystery."-
David Leverentz, New England Quarterly "An imaginative fusion of social and intellectual history. . . .
Carnes's work shows the true depth of nineteenth-century male sexual anxiety and hostility toward women.
In this compelling book, Carnes opens new approaches to the study of gender and helps us better understand
the reorientation of American culture at the turn of the century." -Donald Yacovone, Journal of American
History "This is an important monograph in the field of men's history. . . . This is ambitious
conceptualization-the book is a refreshingly bold statement. . . . I find most of its conclusions accurate."-
Peter N. Stearns, Journal of Ritual Studies "The breadth and thoroughness of this book is impressive. Carnes
draws on the literature of the time, religious history and theology, child rearing and developmental
psychology, women's history and gender studies, and structural and cultural anthropology."-Rosamund
Orde-Powlett, Literary Review
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From reader reviews:

Arturo McDaniel:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one along with
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

James Jones:

Typically the book Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America has a lot associated with on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Linda Fite:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging
each and every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get just before. The Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America giving you yet another
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So
now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when
you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Sean Martinez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You should
know that reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include
you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra
Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America.
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