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Founded in 1807, the successor to a literary club called the Anthology Society, the Boston Athenaeum
occupies an important place in the early history of American intellectual life. At first a repository for books,
to which works of art were later added, the Athenaeum attracted over time a following that included such
literary luminaries as Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry James.

Yet from the outset, Katherine Wolff shows, the Boston Athenaeum was more than a library; it was also a
breeding ground for evolving notions of cultural authority and American identity. Though governed by the
Boston elite, who promoted it as a way of strengthening their own clout in the city, the early Athenaeum
reflected conflicting and at times contradictory aims and motives on the part of its membership. On the one
hand, by drawing on European aesthetic models to reinforce an exalted sense of mission, Athenaeum leaders
sought to establish themselves as guardians of a nascent American culture. On the other, they struggled to
balance their goals with their concerns about an increasingly democratic urban populace. As the Boston
Athenaeum opened its doors to women as well as men outside its inner circle, it eventually began to define
itself against a more accessible literary institution, the Boston Public Library.

Told through a series of provocative episodes and generously illustrated, Culture Club offers a more
complete picture than previously available of the cultural politics behind the making of a quintessentially
American institution.
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From reader reviews:

Greta Harty:

The book Culture Club: The Curious History of the Boston Athenaeum can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a
book Culture Club: The Curious History of the Boston Athenaeum? Some of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Culture Club: The Curious History of the Boston Athenaeum has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up
and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

William Butcher:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be Culture Club: The Curious History of the Boston Athenaeum why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside
or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Charles Smith:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Culture Club: The Curious History of the Boston Athenaeum. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It
is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Beverly Rosa:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. By the book Culture Club: The Curious History of the Boston Athenaeum we can have
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with
that book Culture Club: The Curious History of the Boston Athenaeum. You can more pleasing than now.
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