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Austin Osman Spare is the definitive biography of the controversial occultist and artist, an enfant terrible of
the Edwardian art world whose work was both hailed as genius and decried as immoral decadence. As
George Bernard Shaw reportedly said, "Spare's medicine is too strong for the average man."

Trained as a draughtsman, Spare enjoyed early acclaim when, at the age of seventeen, his work was shown at
the Royal Academy in London. But his star soon declined; Spare went underground, falling out of the gallery
system to live in poverty and obscurity. After a brief association with Aleister Crowley, he became absorbed
in occultism and sorcery, voyaging into inner dimensions, while developing his own magical philosophy of
pleasure, obsession, and the subjective nature of reality. All the while, Spare continued to produce
extraordinary art, and held his exhibitions outside of the conventional art world, in London pubs.

Today Spare is both forgotten and famous, a cult figure whose modest life has been much mythologised
since his death; the world's largest Spare collection is held by Jimmy Page of Led Zeppelin. Biographer Phil
Baker separates fact from myth, providing wide-ranging insights into Spare's art and mind, reconnecting him
with the art community that ignored him and exploring the rich tapestry of the culture that surrounded him,
interweaving the birth of psychoanalysis, the historiography of the occult, and the British class system. This
richly readable and illuminating biography, containing 50 black and white and 8 color photographs of Spare's
art, takes us deep into the strange inner world of this enigmatic artist.
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From reader reviews:

James Smith:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Austin
Osman Spare: The Occult Life of London's Legendary Artist? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Shellie Toy:

This Austin Osman Spare: The Occult Life of London's Legendary Artist book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. This specific Austin Osman Spare: The Occult Life of London's Legendary
Artist without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Austin Osman Spare: The Occult Life of London's Legendary Artist can bring whenever
you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your
lovely laptop even cellphone. This Austin Osman Spare: The Occult Life of London's Legendary Artist
having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Lily Terry:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Austin Osman Spare: The Occult
Life of London's Legendary Artist that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman
but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your
good habit, you are able to pick Austin Osman Spare: The Occult Life of London's Legendary Artist become
your current starter.

Tammie Turman:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Austin Osman Spare: The Occult Life
of London's Legendary Artist or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or



perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside
science book, any other book likes Austin Osman Spare: The Occult Life of London's Legendary Artist to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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