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In 1860 farmers accounted for 60 percent of the American workforce; in 1910, 30.5 percent; by 1994, there
were too few to warrant a separate census category. The changes wrought by the decline of family farming
and the rise of industrial agribusiness typically have been viewed through historical, economic, and political
lenses. But as William Conlogue demonstrates, some of the most vital and incisive debates on the subject
have occurred in a site that is perhaps less obvious--literature.

Conlogue refutes the critical tendency to treat farm-centered texts as pastorals, arguing that such an approach
overlooks the diverse ways these works explore human relationships to the land. His readings of works by
Willa Cather, Ruth Comfort Mitchell, John Steinbeck, Luis Vadez, Ernest Gaines, Jane Smiley, Wendell
Berry, and othersreveal that, through agricultural narratives, authors have addressed such wide-ranging
subjects as the impact of technology on people and land, changing gender roles, environmental destruction,
and the exploitation of migrant workers. In short, Conlogue offers fresh perspectives on how writers confront
issues whose site is the farm but whose impact reaches every corner of American society.
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From reader reviews:
Diana Castillo:

This Working the Garden: American Writers and the Industrialization of Agriculture book isjust not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
isactually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person
read alot of information you will get. This kind of Working the Garden: American Writers and the
Industrialization of Agriculture without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Working the Garden: American Writers and the
Industrialization of Agriculture can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become
full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Working the Garden: American
Writers and the Industrialization of Agriculture having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so
you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Pablo Cook:

Beside this Working the Garden: American Writers and the Industrialization of Agriculture in your phone, it
could possibly give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people
livein narrow town. It is good thing to have Working the Garden: American Writers and the Industrialization
of Agriculture because this book offersto you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the item? Find this book and also read it from now!

Jeffrey Garner:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching fromiit. It
is known as of book Working the Garden: American Writers and the Industrialization of Agriculture. Y ou'll
be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and
make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you
from one spot to other place.

Jose Coleman:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from abook. Book iswritten or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news.
In this modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
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