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Phantom Communities reconsiders the status of the simulacrum—sometimes defined as a copy of a copy, but
more rigorously defined as a copy that subverts the legitimacy and authority of its model—in light of recent
debates in literature, art, philosophy, and cultural studies.

The author pursues two interwoven levels of analysis. On one level, he explores the poetics of the
simulacrum, considered as a form that internalizes repetition, through close readings of a number of
exemplary literary texts, paintings, and films from both the Anglo-American and French traditions, including
works by Jean Genet, Pierre Klossowski, René Magritte, Andy Warhol, J. G. Ballard, Balthus, and Raúl
Ruiz. Through his readings of these works, the author follows the transformations of the simulacrum,
showing how its vicissitudes provide an optic for remapping the postmodern canon.

On another level, the author offers an account of the role played by the simulacrum as a theoretical concept
that assumes varying analytical and ideological valences in the writings of such theorists as Jean Baudrillard,
Fredric Jameson, Michel Foucault, and Gilles Deleuze. In so doing, Phantom Communities intervenes in
ongoing interdisciplinary debates concerning the historical and ideological limits of postmodernism, as well
as the utopian possibilities of art, literature, and philosophy in a postmodern context.

Moving between these debates and the interpretation of individual works, the author shows how they
converge on the fundamental aesthetic and ideological problem raised by the postmodern culture of the
simulacrum: imagining the virtual communities that, at the margins of postmodern culture, are at once
figured and eclipsed by its proliferating images.
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From reader reviews:

Darcie Hartman:

This Phantom Communities: The Simulacrum and the Limits of Postmodernism book is not really ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. That Phantom Communities: The Simulacrum and the Limits of
Postmodernism without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Phantom Communities: The Simulacrum and the Limits of
Postmodernism can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Phantom Communities: The Simulacrum
and the Limits of Postmodernism having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly
feel uninterested in reading.

Wilfred Walker:

Here thing why this Phantom Communities: The Simulacrum and the Limits of Postmodernism are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Phantom Communities: The Simulacrum and the
Limits of Postmodernism giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out
there but there is no guide that similar with Phantom Communities: The Simulacrum and the Limits of
Postmodernism. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of Phantom Communities: The Simulacrum and the Limits of
Postmodernism in e-book can be your option.

Wayne Kong:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
Phantom Communities: The Simulacrum and the Limits of Postmodernism.

Gregory Eubanks:

The guide with title Phantom Communities: The Simulacrum and the Limits of Postmodernism posesses a lot



of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.
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