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As July turned to August in 1914, all the Great Powers of Europe mobilized their armies and then went to
war with one another. It would take more than 50 months for peace to return, and the better part of a century
to heal many of the wounds.

Germany acted only near the end of a chain of actions by other nations, but German troops moved first and
set the pattern for the war. They smashed through neutral Belgium before thrusting deeply into France,
coming close to knocking France out of the war, and soon were making huge inroads in Russia as well. It
was a remarkable performance for an army outnumbered by its foes. Yet four years later the German Empire
was swept away, its army a shell, its people starving, its government in chaos.

How did the leaders of Imperial Germany come to make the decisions that committed their nation to an all-
or-nothing war based on a highly risky strategy?

This book explores the background of the decisions, what those who made them knew and thought, what
they failed to look at and why. It explains the Prussian Great General Staff (Großer Generalstab) and the part
it played in planning and preparing for war. It follows the action of August and the first part of September
1914 to show where they went wrong and how other options could have achieved Germany's aims with far
lower risk and cost. These options were realistically available and the book probes why the nation's leaders
failed to consider or rejected them.

The German leaders in 1914 weren't Hitler. They valued security over conquest and didn't go to war to
expand their empire. They weren't the first to light the fuze that led to war. They thought and acted as leaders
very often do. We can understand them in terms of patterns we see all around us, patterns we even see in
ourselves. Their decisions had results that were uniquely catastrophic, but the way they were reached was
quite ordinary.

The Plan That Broke the World explains it all briefly and crisply, in non-technical terms, drawing on the
latest research. There are 35 images, many unique to this book, to illustrate specific aspects of the story. Four
charts and thirteen high-quality maps, all but one drawn especially for this book, present complex
information in forms that are immediately understandable. There's no other book like it.

The book Web site is whatweretheythinking.williamdoneil.com/theplanthatbroketheworld

The Plan That Broke the World is a case study in the What Were They Thinking? series. The series Web site
is whatweretheythinking.williamdoneil.com/
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Wyss:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication The Plan That Broke the World:
The "Schlieffen Plan" and World War I (What Were They Thinking?) will make you to possibly be smarter.
You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in
which open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like
that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Edgar Hightower:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Plan That Broke the World: The "Schlieffen Plan" and World War I (What Were They Thinking?).

Scott Foust:

This The Plan That Broke the World: The "Schlieffen Plan" and World War I (What Were They Thinking?)
is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world
and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great manage word
or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with
lovely delivering sentences. Having The Plan That Broke the World: The "Schlieffen Plan" and World War I
(What Were They Thinking?) in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1.
We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do
that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Mary Jones:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to you is The Plan That Broke the World: The "Schlieffen Plan" and World War I (What



Were They Thinking?) this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.
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