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An incredible history of the American WWI pilots who refused to be grounded. There was a time when
the United States didn't believe in aerial warfare. Wars, after all, were for menâ??not flying machines. When
Europe went to war in the summer of 1914, the U.S. military boasted a measly collection of five aircraft,
with no training programs or recruitment procedures in place. But that didn't mean the country lacked skilled
pilots. In fact, it was just the opposite. In The First Eagles, award-winning historian Gavin Mortimer
engagingly profiles the restless, determined American aviators who grew tired of waiting for the their
country to establish an aerial military force during World War I. It was these men who enlisted in Britain's
desperate and battered Royal Flying Corps when, in 1917, it opened a recruitment office in New York. After
an intensive and deadly year of training that gave recruits a frighteningly realistic taste of the combat they
would face, 247 fresh American RFC pilots were shipped over to Europe, with hundreds more following in
the next two months. Twenty-eight of them claimed five or more kills to become feted as "aces," their
involvement lauded as pivotal to the Allied victory. In this book, Mortimer compiles their history through
letters, diaries, memoirs, and archives from top museums in the United States and Britainâ??from John
Donaldson, who left for France at age twenty and shot down seven Germans before being downed himself, to
the Iaccaci brothers, who accounted for twenty-nine German aircraft between them. Complete with 150
period photographs, The First Eagles captures the bravery of these intrepid American pilots, who chose
courage over idleness and saved the European skies.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Whittington:

This The First Eagles: The Fearless American Aces Who Flew with the RAF in World War I book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper
anyone read a lot of information you will get. This specific The First Eagles: The Fearless American Aces
Who Flew with the RAF in World War I without we realize teach the one who reading through it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The First Eagles: The Fearless American Aces
Who Flew with the RAF in World War I can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The First
Eagles: The Fearless American Aces Who Flew with the RAF in World War I having great arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Deborah Lake:

The reserve untitled The First Eagles: The Fearless American Aces Who Flew with the RAF in World War I
is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share
for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The First Eagles: The Fearless American Aces
Who Flew with the RAF in World War I from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Florence Lentz:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the reserve untitled The First Eagles: The Fearless American Aces Who Flew with the RAF
in World War I can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

James Barclay:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The First Eagles: The Fearless
American Aces Who Flew with the RAF in World War I publication written by well-known writer who
really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger
then you still hesitation The First Eagles: The Fearless American Aces Who Flew with the RAF in World
War I as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't



determine book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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