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Brazil has undergone transformative change since the 1980s, from an authoritarian regime to a democratic
society advancing on all fronts—political, social, economic, and diplomatic. In Starting Over, Albert Fishlow
traces the evolution of this member of the BRICS group over the last twenty-five years and looks toward the
future as the newly elected president, Dilma Rousseff, follows her very popular predecessor, Luiz Inácio
Lula da Silva, or "Lula."

The transformation of the country began with the founding of the Nova República and the Constitution of
1988, which established a strong executive and encased key social principles such as a citizen's right to
education and health care. Then the Real Plan of 1994—initiated under President Fernando Henrique
Cardoso—set the stage for economic growth and a stable economy. There were setbacks, especially in the
mid-1990s with the Mexican devaluation, Asian financial crisis, Russian default, and Argentine collapse,
and, later, the U.S. recession. But changed economic policies in the late 1990s put Brazil on the right path to
future economic growth, which resumed during the Lula years.

With popular participation in the electoral process at an all-time high, politics has been profoundly altered in
Brazil. Economic rules are now more permanent, and economic advance more regular. A healthier and
longer life is now available to a broader swath of the population, and there is opportunity for social
advancement. In addition, its foreign policy has greater consequence internally as well as externally.

Dilma's two immediate predecessors—Cardoso and Lula—are tough acts to follow. Their influence has been
profound, and Brazil is now a very different nation than it was in the 1980s. But she is working from their
template to move the country forward. This insightful book clearly explains how and why the country has
progressed to its current standing and what the future portends. Starting Over is essential reading for anyone
trying to grasp what is happening in this dynamic nation.
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From reader reviews:

Jan Doyle:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need do that. You
must know how great as well as important the book Starting Over: Brazil Since 1985 (A Brookings Latin
America Initiative). All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Mary Stockton:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Starting Over: Brazil Since 1985 (A Brookings Latin America Initiative) the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get before. The Starting Over: Brazil Since 1985 (A Brookings Latin
America Initiative) giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Shirley Davenport:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book Starting Over: Brazil Since 1985 (A Brookings Latin America Initiative) we can take
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that
book Starting Over: Brazil Since 1985 (A Brookings Latin America Initiative). You can more desirable than
now.

Arthur Fabry:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update
of news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the Starting Over: Brazil Since 1985 (A Brookings Latin America Initiative) when



you desired it?
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