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From 1989 through 2002 there was an unprecedented surge in American sitcoms featuring explicitly Jewish

lead characters, thirty-two compared to seven in the previous forty years.  Several of these—Mad About You,

The Nanny, and Friends—were among the most popular and influential of all shows over this period; one

program—Seinfeld—has been singled out as the “defining” series of the nineties.  In addition, scriptwriters

have increasingly created “Jewish” characters, although they may not be perceived to be by the show’s

audience, Rachel Green on Friends being only one example.

In Something Ain’t Kosher Here, Vincent Brook asks two key questions: Why has this trend appeared at this
particular historical moment and what is the significance of this phenomenon for Jews and non-Jews alike? 
He takes readers through three key phases of the Jewish sitcom trend: The early years of television before
and after the first Jewish sitcom, The Goldbergs’, appeared; the second phase in which America found itself
“Under the Sign of Seinfeld”; and the current era of what Brook calls “Post- Jewishness.”

Interviews with key writers, producers, and “showrunners” such as David Kohan, (Will and Grace), Marta
Kauffman (Friends and Dream On), Bill Prady (Dharma and Greg), Peter Mehlman and Carol Leifer
(Seinfeld), and close readings of individual episodes and series provoke the inescapable conclusion that we
have entered uncharted “post-Jewish” territory.  Brook reveals that the acceptance of Jews in mainstream
white America at the very time when identity politics have put a premium on celebrating difference
reinforces and threatens the historically unique insider/outsider status of Jews in American society. This
paradox upsets a delicate balance that has been a defining component of American Jewish identity.

The rise of the Jewish sitcom represents a broader struggle in which American Jews and the TV industry, if
not American society as a whole, are increasingly operating at cross-purposes—  torn between the desire to
celebrate unique ethnic identities, yet to assimilate: to assert independence, yet also to build a consensus to
appeal to the widest possible audience.   No reader of this book will ever be able to watch these television
programs in quite the same way again.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Allen:

The book Something Ain't Kosher Here: The Rise of the 'Jewish' Sitcom can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing
like a book Something Ain't Kosher Here: The Rise of the 'Jewish' Sitcom? A number of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Something Ain't Kosher Here: The Rise of the 'Jewish' Sitcom
has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by
open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Martina Lassiter:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Something Ain't Kosher
Here: The Rise of the 'Jewish' Sitcom that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Something Ain't Kosher Here: The Rise
of the 'Jewish' Sitcom become your starter.

Thelma Davis:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at
a book. Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Something
Ain't Kosher Here: The Rise of the 'Jewish' Sitcom which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's see.

Kyle Reese:

You can get this Something Ain't Kosher Here: The Rise of the 'Jewish' Sitcom by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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