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Did you know that "taken aback" was adopted from nautical terminology? Or that "having an axe to grind"
originated in a story told by Benjamin Franklin? These and many other idioms are explained and put into
context in the delightful third edition of the Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms.
In this book, John Ayto offers a fresh look at the idiomatic phrases and sayings that make English the rich
language that it is. The third edition contains entries for over 6,000 idioms, including 700 entirely new
entries, based on Oxford's language monitoring and the ongoing third edition of the Oxford English
Dictionary. These include a range of recently established idioms such as "the elephant in the corner," "go
figure," "step up to the plate," "a walk in the park," and "win ugly." Some entries simply define the
expression and offer examples from literature or journalism, but other entries include notes on the origin of
the phrase. Thus we learn that "there's no accounting for tastes" is a direct translation of a Latin saying, that
"amok" (in the expression "run amok") comes from the Malay word amuk, meaning "in a homicidal frenzy,"
and that "damn with faint praise" comes from Alexander Pope's poem "Epistle to Dr. Arbuthnot." The book
also lists national variants, so that we learn that while in America they say "all over the map," in Britain they
say "all over the shop." This edition also features a greatly increased number of cross-references, making it
ideal for quick reference.
Anyone interested in the colorful side of the English language will get hours of fun browsing through this
fascinating and informative volume.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Henderson:

The book From the Horse's Mouth: Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book From the Horse's
Mouth: Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But
one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with
the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible
to share all of these. Book From the Horse's Mouth: Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms has simple shape
but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide
open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Stephen Thrush:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this From the Horse's Mouth: Oxford
Dictionary of English Idioms guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt From the Horse's
Mouth: Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms as good book not merely by the cover but also from the
content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Evelyn Nay:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called
of book From the Horse's Mouth: Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Paulette Wang:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book From the Horse's Mouth: Oxford
Dictionary of English Idioms to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a
book and read it. Beside that the book From the Horse's Mouth: Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms can to
be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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