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Since 1989, there have been over 200 post-conviction DNA exonerations in the United States. On the
surface, the release of innocent people from prison could be seen as a victory for the criminal justice system:
the wrong person went to jail, but the mistake was fixed and the accused set free. A closer look at
miscarriages of justice, however, reveals that such errors are not aberrations but deeply revealing, common
features of our legal system.

The ten original essays in When Law Fails view wrongful convictions not as random mistakes but as organic
outcomes of a misshaped larger system that is rife with faulty eyewitness identifications, false confessions,
biased juries, and racial discrimination. Distinguished legal thinkers Charles J. Ogletree, Jr., and Austin Sarat
have assembled a stellar group of contributors who try to make sense of justice gone wrong and to answer
urgent questions. Are miscarriages of justice systemic or symptomatic, or are they mostly idiosyncratic?
What are the broader implications of justice gone awry for the ways we think about law? Are there ways of
reconceptualizing legal missteps that are particularly useful or illuminating? These instructive essays both
address the questions and point the way toward further discussion.

When Law Fails reveals the dramatic consequences as well as the daily realities of breakdowns in the law’s
ability to deliver justice swiftly and fairly, and calls on us to look beyond headline-grabbing exonerations to
see how failure is embedded in the legal system itself. Once we are able to recognize miscarriages of justice
we will be able to begin to fix our broken legal system.

Contributors: Douglas A. Berman, Markus D. Dubber, Mary L. Dudziak, Patricia Ewick, Daniel Givelber,
Linda Ross Meyer, Charles J. Ogletree, Jr., Austin Sarat, Jonathan Simon, and Robert Weisberg.
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From reader reviews:

Jaclyn Warner:

This When Law Fails: Making Sense of Miscarriages of Justice (Charles Hamilton Houston Institute Series
on Race and Justice) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will
get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. That When Law Fails:
Making Sense of Miscarriages of Justice (Charles Hamilton Houston Institute Series on Race and Justice)
without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up
being worry When Law Fails: Making Sense of Miscarriages of Justice (Charles Hamilton Houston Institute
Series on Race and Justice) can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn
into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This When Law Fails: Making
Sense of Miscarriages of Justice (Charles Hamilton Houston Institute Series on Race and Justice) having fine
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Larry Davis:

The knowledge that you get from When Law Fails: Making Sense of Miscarriages of Justice (Charles
Hamilton Houston Institute Series on Race and Justice) may be the more deep you digging the information
that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
be aware of but When Law Fails: Making Sense of Miscarriages of Justice (Charles Hamilton Houston
Institute Series on Race and Justice) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point
in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you
for having this kind of When Law Fails: Making Sense of Miscarriages of Justice (Charles Hamilton
Houston Institute Series on Race and Justice) instantly.

Elizabeth Pipkin:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed. People
is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare time
coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is definitely
When Law Fails: Making Sense of Miscarriages of Justice (Charles Hamilton Houston Institute Series on
Race and Justice).

Elsie Hawkins:

This When Law Fails: Making Sense of Miscarriages of Justice (Charles Hamilton Houston Institute Series



on Race and Justice) is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly
because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise
you who still having bit of digest in reading this When Law Fails: Making Sense of Miscarriages of Justice
(Charles Hamilton Houston Institute Series on Race and Justice) can be the light food in your case because
the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that!
Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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