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Norman Rockwell’s scenes of everyday small-town life are among the most indelible images in all of
twentieth-century art. While opinions of Rockwell vary from uncritical admiration to sneering contempt,
those who love him and those who dismiss him do agree on one thing: his art embodies a distinctively
American style of innocence. 

In this sure-to-be controversial book, Richard Halpern argues that this sense of innocence arises from our
reluctance—and also Rockwell’s—to acknowledge the often disturbing dimensions of his works. Rockwell’s
paintings frequently teem with perverse acts of voyeurism and desire but contrive to keep these acts
invisible—or rather, hidden in plain sight, available for unacknowledged pleasure but easily denied by the
viewer. 

Rockwell emerges in this book, then, as a deviously brilliant artist, a remorseless diagnostician of the
innocence in which we bathe ourselves, and a continuing, unexpected influence on contemporary artists. Far
from a banal painter of the ordinary, Halpern argues, Rockwell is someone we have not yet dared to see for
the complex creature he is: a wholesome pervert, a knowing innocent, and a kitschy genius. 

Provocative but judicious, witty but deeply informed, Norman Rockwell is a book rich in suggestive
propositions and eye-opening details—one that will change forever the way we think about this American
icon and his works.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Blue:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Norman Rockwell:
The Underside of Innocence. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Sharon McMichael:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense
happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Norman Rockwell: The
Underside of Innocence is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Charles Shin:

The reserve untitled Norman Rockwell: The Underside of Innocence is the e-book that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the
book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
Norman Rockwell: The Underside of Innocence from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Deandre Freeman:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Norman Rockwell: The Underside of
Innocence that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you can pick Norman Rockwell: The Underside of Innocence become your current starter.
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