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Peter C. Messer demonstrates that a strong sense of a shared past transformed British subjects into
American citizens. He traces the emergence of distinctively American attitudes about society, politics, and
government through the written history of the American experience. Stories of Independence argues that the
way early Americans wrote about their own history—from colonial times, to the heady days of the
Revolution, to the uneasy decades following independence—helped shape the future of this young nation.

Differences between American colonists and the British government became increasingly contentious over
the course of the eighteenth century as distinctive American identities emerged among the colonists.
Grounded in common values and the shared experiences of creating communities in a new world, these
identities would eventually liberate Americans to declare their independence and experiment with new forms
of government.

During the colonial period, provincial historians celebrated the autonomous origins and local institutions of
their communities as a way of arguing for greater independence from Great Britain. Imperial historians, on
the other hand, stressed allegiance to the mother country and the English institutions that continued to
sustain them. When relations with Britain reached a crisis, these visions of provincial pride and imperial
loyalty came into open and irreconcilable conflict. The resulting debate produced not only a declaration of
independence but a new political order grounded on the provincial vision of the origins and progress of
America.

When the political turmoil of the 1780s and 1790s threatened to fragment the new republic, historians turned
to the provincial vision of history to fashion a past for their nation from which they could create a unifying
national identity. Their stories of the drive for independence and the founding of the United States helped
both cement and limit the innovations in political thought produced by their provincial and revolutionary
predecessors.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Dougherty:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book called
Stories of Independence: Identity, Ideology, and History in Eighteenth-Century America? Maybe it is to be
best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Thelma Scott:

The actual book Stories of Independence: Identity, Ideology, and History in Eighteenth-Century America
will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is
very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Stories of
Independence: Identity, Ideology, and History in Eighteenth-Century America is much recommended to you
to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Ruben Jenkins:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. Through the book Stories of Independence: Identity, Ideology, and History in Eighteenth-Century
America we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must
prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life at this time book Stories of Independence: Identity, Ideology, and History in Eighteenth-
Century America. You can more pleasing than now.

Dora Champagne:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Stories of Independence: Identity,
Ideology, and History in Eighteenth-Century America to make your current reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to
make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be
initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the e-book Stories of
Independence: Identity, Ideology, and History in Eighteenth-Century America can to be your brand new
friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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