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How do we use our mental images of the present to reconstruct our past? Maurice Halbwachs (1877-1945)
addressed this question for the first timein his work on collective memory, which established him as a major
figure in the history of sociology. This volume, the first comprehensive English-language translation of
Halbwach's writings on the socia construction of memory, fills amajor gap in the literature on the sociol ogy
of knowledge.

Halbwachs primary thesisis that human memory can only function within a collective context. Collective
memory, Halbwachs asserts, is always selective; various groups of people have different collective
memories, which in turn give rise to different modes of behavior. Halbwachs shows, for example, how
pilgrims to the Holy Land over the centuries evoked very different images of the events of Jesus' life; how
wealthy old families in France have a memory of the past that diverges sharply from that of the nouveaux
riches; and how working class construction of reality differ from those of their middle-class counterparts.

With adetailed introduction by Lewis A. Coser, this trandation will be an indispensable source for new
research in historical sociology and cultural memory.

Lewis A. Coser is Distinguished Professor of Sociology Emeritus at the State University of New York and
Adjunct Professor of Sociology at Boston College.
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From reader reviews:
Connie Cornish:

The e-book with title On Collective Memory (Heritage of Sociology Series) posesses alot of information
that you can find out it. Y ou can get alot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new
information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point.
That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring
you within new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
it anywhere you want.

Doris Griffin:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition info. Even you love On Collective Memory (Heritage of Sociology Series), you are
able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of hangout typeis
it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Arthur Prince:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping On Collective Memory (Heritage
of Sociology Series) that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of
you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your
good habit, you may pick On Collective Memory (Heritage of Sociology Series) become your starter.

Michael Hollinger:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we want. A book isa pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This reserve On Collective Memory (Heritage of Sociology Series) wasfilled in
relation to science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern eralike today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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