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In the South, one can find any number of bronze monuments to the Confederacy featuring heroic images of
Rabert E. Lee, Stonewall Jackson, J. E. B. Stuart, and many lesser commanders. But while the tarnish on
such statues has done nothing to color the reputation of those great |eaders, there remains one Confederate
commander whose tarnished image has nothing to do with bronze monuments. Nowhere in the South does a
memoria stand to Lee's intimate friend and second-in-command James L ongstreet.

In Lee's Tarnished Lieutenant, William Garrett Piston examines the life of James Longstreet and explains
how aman so revered during the course of the war could fall from grace so swiftly and completely. Unlike
other generalsin gray whose deeds are familiar to southerners and northerners alike, Longstreet has the
image not of a hero but of an incompetent who lost the Battle of Gettysburg and, by extension, the war itself.
Piston's reappraisal of the general's military record establishes Longstreet as an energetic corps commander
with an unsurpassed ability to direct troops in combat, as a trustworthy subordinate willing to place the war
effort above personal ambition. He made mistakes, but Piston shows that he did not commit the grave errors
at Gettysburg and el sewhere of which he was so often accused after the war.

In discussing Longstreet's postwar fate, Piston analyzes the literature and public events of the time to show
how the southern people, in reaction to defeat, evolved an image of themselves which bore little resemblance
to redlity. As aproduct of the Georgia backwoods, Longstreet failed to meet the popular cavalier image
embodied by Lee, Stuart, and other Confederate heroes. When he joined the Republican party during
Reconstruction, Longstreet forfeited his wartime reputation and quickly became a convenient target for those
anxious to explain how a"superior people" could have lost the war. His new role as the villain of the Lost
Cause was solidified by his own postwar writings. Embittered by years of social ostracism resulting from his
Republican affiliation, resentful of the orchestrated deification of Lee and Stonewall Jackson, Longstreet
exaggerated his own accomplishments and displayed a vanity that further alienated an already offended
southern popul ace.

Beneath the layers of invective and vilification remains a general whose military record has been badly
maligned. Lee's Tarnished Lieutenant explains how this reputation devel oped—how James L ongstreet
became, in the years after Appomattox, the scapegoat for the South's defeat, a Judas for the new religion of
the Lost Cause.
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From reader reviews:
Jennifer Burritt;

The book Lee's Tarnished Lieutenant: James Longstreet and His Place in Southern History (Brown Thrasher
Baooks) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
just why must we leave a good thing like a book Lee's Tarnished Lieutenant: James L ongstreet and His Place
in Southern History (Brown Thrasher Books)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one
aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Lee's Tarnished Lieutenant: James Longstreet and His Place in Southern History (Brown
Thrasher Books) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can
seem the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Ethel Fung:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by surrounding. One
thing that at times many people have underestimated this for awhile is reading. That's why, by reading a
guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. For you who want to
start reading a book, we give you this specific Lee's Tarnished Lieutenant: James Longstreet and His Placein
Southern History (Brown Thrasher Books) book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book
is greater than just a book.

Sandra Forester:

Isit a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Lee's Tarnished Lieutenant: James
Longstreet and His Place in Southern History (Brown Thrasher Books) can be the answer, oh how comes?
The new book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
brand-new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Michael Slay:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update concerning something by book. Different categories of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them isthis Lee's Tarnished Lieutenant: James Longstreet
and His Place in Southern History (Brown Thrasher Books).
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