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The meaning of race in the antebellum southern United States was anchored in the racial exclusivity of
slavery (coded as black) and full citizenship (coded as white as well as male). These traditional definitions of
race were radically disrupted after emancipation, when citizenship was granted to all persons born in the
United States and suffrage was extended to all men. Hannah Rosen persuasively argues that in this critical
moment of Reconstruction, contests over the future meaning of race were often fought on the terrain of
gender.

Sexual violence--specifically, white-on-black rape--emerged as a critical arena in postemancipation struggles
over African American citizenship. Analyzing the testimony of rape survivors, Rosen finds that white men
often staged elaborate attacks meant to enact prior racial hierarchy. Through their testimony, black women
defiantly rejected such hierarchy and claimed their new and equal rights. Rosen explains how heated debates
over interracial marriage were also attempts by whites to undermine African American men's demands for
suffrage and a voice in public affairs. By connecting histories of rape and discourses of "social equality" with
struggles over citizenship, Rosen shows how gendered violence and gendered rhetorics of race together
produced a climate of terror for black men and women seeking to exercise their new rights as citizens.
Linking political events at the city, state, and regional levels, Rosen places gender and sexual violence at the
heart of understanding the reconsolidation of race and racism in the postemancipation United States.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Boucher:

This Terror in the Heart of Freedom: Citizenship, Sexual Violence, and the Meaning of Race in the
Postemancipation South (Gender and American Culture) usually are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason of this Terror in the Heart of Freedom: Citizenship, Sexual Violence, and
the Meaning of Race in the Postemancipation South (Gender and American Culture) can be one of many
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with
information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Terror in the Heart of Freedom: Citizenship, Sexual Violence, and the Meaning of Race in the
Postemancipation South (Gender and American Culture) giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Austin Barnes:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Terror in the Heart of Freedom: Citizenship, Sexual Violence, and the Meaning of Race in the
Postemancipation South (Gender and American Culture), you could tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Lynette Petree:

The publication untitled Terror in the Heart of Freedom: Citizenship, Sexual Violence, and the Meaning of
Race in the Postemancipation South (Gender and American Culture) is the book that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language
that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study
when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get
the e-book of Terror in the Heart of Freedom: Citizenship, Sexual Violence, and the Meaning of Race in the
Postemancipation South (Gender and American Culture) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free
time.

Mary Cox:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or



their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the book untitled Terror in the Heart of Freedom: Citizenship, Sexual Violence, and the Meaning of
Race in the Postemancipation South (Gender and American Culture) can be very good book to read. May be
it could be best activity to you.
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