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Benedict de Spinoza was a Dutch philosopher. The breadth and importance of Spinoza's work was not fully
realized until many years after his death. By laying the groundwork for the 18th-century Enlightenment and
modern biblical criticism, including modern conceptions of the self and, arguably, the universe, he came to
be considered one of the great rationalists of 17th-century philosophy. Spinoza’s magnum opus, the
posthumous Ethics, in which he opposed Descartes' mind–body dualism, has earned him recognition as one
of Western philosophy's most important thinkers

This collection contains the works:
• Ethics
• On the Improvement of the Understanding
• Theologico-Political Treatise

Ethics, Demonstrated in Geometrical Order (Latin: Ethica, ordine geometrico demonstrata), usually
known as the Ethics, is a philosophical treatise written by Benedict de Spinoza. It was first published in
1677.

The book closely resembles Euclid's Elements. At the beginning of Part 1, Spinoza defines key terms and
lists axioms. On the basis of these and other definitions and axioms provided in the remaining four parts of
the book, Spinoza offers proofs of hundreds of propositions and corollaries, such as "When the Mind
imagines its own lack of power, it is saddened by it", "A free man thinks of nothing less than of death", and
"The human Mind cannot be absolutely destroyed with the Body, but something of it remains which is
eternal." The impersonal style is frequently interrupted by stretches of informal and at times pugnacious
prose, criticizing the views of philosophers such as René Descartes.

On The Improvement Of The Understanding, is a seventeenth-century unfinished work of philosophy by
the 17th century philosopher Baruch Spinoza. The Tractatus was first published in 1677, the year of
Spinoza's death, by some of his closest friends. The Tractatus is an attempt to formulate a philosophical
method that would allow the mind to form the clear and distinct ideas that are necessary for its perfection. It
contains, in addition, reflection upon the various kinds of knowledge, an extended treatment of definition,
and a lengthy analysis of the nature and causes of doubt.

Theologico-Political Treatise was one of the most controversial texts of the early modern period. It was a
preemptive defense of Spinoza's later work, Ethics, published posthumously in 1677, for which he
anticipated harsh criticism.

In the treatise, Spinoza put forth his most systematic critique of Judaism, and all organized religion in
general. Spinoza argued that theology and philosophy must be kept separate, particularly in the reading of
scripture. Whereas the goal of theology is obedience, philosophy aims at understanding rational truth.
Scripture does not teach philosophy and thus cannot be made to conform with it, otherwise the meaning of
scripture will be distorted. Conversely, if reason is made subservient to scripture, then, Spinoza argues, "the



prejudices of a common people of long ago... will gain a hold on his understanding and darken it."
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Ruff:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Benedictus de Spinoza: Ethics, On the Improvement of the Understanding, & Theologico-Political Treatise,
you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading a e-book.

Diana Chung:

This Benedictus de Spinoza: Ethics, On the Improvement of the Understanding, & Theologico-Political
Treatise is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else
always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info
accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly
you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough
core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Benedictus de Spinoza: Ethics, On the
Improvement of the Understanding, & Theologico-Political Treatise in your hand like getting the world in
your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen
minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt that will?

Kathleen Dominguez:

The book untitled Benedictus de Spinoza: Ethics, On the Improvement of the Understanding, & Theologico-
Political Treatise contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can
easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time
of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model,
so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Lynette Petree:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Benedictus de Spinoza: Ethics, On



the Improvement of the Understanding, & Theologico-Political Treatise or even others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping
them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Benedictus de
Spinoza: Ethics, On the Improvement of the Understanding, & Theologico-Political Treatise to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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