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When St. Louis homemaker Pearl Curran began writing fiction and poetry at a Ouija board in 1913, she
attributed the work to the “discarnate entity” Patience Worth, a seventeenth-century Puritan. Though now
virtually forgotten, her writing garnered both critical praise and public popularity at the time. The Patience of
Pearl uncovers more of Curran’s (and thus Patience Worth’s) biography than has been known before; Daniel
B. Shea provides close readings of the Patience-dictated writings and explores the historical and local
context, applying current cognitive and neuro-psychology research.
            Though Pearl Curran had only a ninth-grade education, Patience Worth was able to dictate a biblical
novel and a Victorian novel. Echoes of Dickens and the Potters, a circle of St. Louis women writers, make
clear that Patience Worth reflects literary debts that go as far back as Curran being read to as a child. Shea
argues that the workings of implicit memory suggest the medium’s creative achievements were her own
body’s property. Curran also had musical training, and recent developments in the field of psychology
regarding the overlap between musical and linguistic rhythms of regularity, anticipation, and surprise supply
a firm foundation for attributing skills both automatic and creative to Curran. Her reflections on her
doubleness in her self-study anticipate the many-personed Ouija board writing of poet James Merrill.
            Shea approaches Curran/Worth as a summary figure for the Victorian-era woman writer’s buried
voice at the point of its transition into modernism. He investigates many lingering questions about Curran’s
fluent productivity at the Ouija board, including the “smart” versus “dumb” unconscious. Shea links
unconscious memory, dissociation, and automatic writing and reconsiders problematic assumptions about
individual identity and claims of personal agency. The Curran/Worth Puritan/writer figure also allows
scrutiny of gendered assumptions about the dangers of female speech and the idealization of women’s
passive reception of divine, or husbandly, revelation.
Novelistic in its own way, Curran’s life included three husbands and a child adopted on command from
Patience Worth. Pearl Curran enjoyed a brief period of celebrity in Los Angeles before her death in 1937.
The Patience of Pearl once again brings her the attention she deserves—for her life, her writing, and her
place in women’s literary history.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Jones:

This The Patience of Pearl: Spiritualism and Authorship in the Writings of Pearl Curran are reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this The Patience of Pearl: Spiritualism
and Authorship in the Writings of Pearl Curran can be one of several great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Patience of Pearl: Spiritualism and Authorship
in the Writings of Pearl Curran giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you
test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Michelle Jennings:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read
this The Patience of Pearl: Spiritualism and Authorship in the Writings of Pearl Curran, it is possible to tells
your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
guide.

Mandy Jackson:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Patience of Pearl: Spiritualism and
Authorship in the Writings of Pearl Curran is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Maria Holder:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
The Patience of Pearl: Spiritualism and Authorship in the Writings of Pearl Curran when you required it?
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