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While secularism has been integral to India’s democracy for more than fifty years, its uses and limits are now
being debated anew. Signs of a crisis in the relations between state, society, and religion include the violence
directed against Muslims in Gujarat in 2002 and the precarious situation of India’s minority religious groups
more generally; the existence of personal laws that vary by religious community; the affiliation of political
parties with fundamentalist religious organizations; and the rallying of a significant proportion of the
diasporic Hindu community behind a resurgent nationalist Hinduism. There is a broad consensus that a crisis
of secularism exists, but whether the state can resolve conflicts and ease tensions or is itself part of the
problem is a matter of vigorous political and intellectual debate. In this timely, nuanced collection, twenty
leading Indian cultural theorists assess the contradictory ideals, policies, and practices of secularism in India.

Scholars of history, anthropology, religion, politics, law, philosophy, and media studies take on a broad
range of concerns. Some consider the history of secularism in India; others explore theoretical issues such as
the relationship between secularism and democracy or the shortcomings of the categories “majority” and
“minority.” Contributors examine how the debates about secularism play out in schools, the media, and the
popular cinema. And they address two of the most politically charged sites of crisis: personal law and the
right to practice and encourage religious conversion. Together the essays inject insightful analysis into the
fraught controversy about the shortcomings and uncertain future of secularism in the world today.

Contributors. Flavia Agnes, Upendra Baxi, Shyam Benegal, Akeel Bilgrami, Partha Chatterjee, V. Geetha,
Sunil Khilnani, Nivedita Menon, Ashis Nandy, Anuradha Dingwaney Needham, Gyanendra Pandey, Gyan
Prakash, Arvind Rajagopal, Paula Richman, Sumit Sarkar, Dwaipayan Sen, Rajeswari Sunder Rajan,
Shabnum Tejani, Romila Thapar, Ravi S. Vasudevan, Gauri Viswanathan
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Green:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you should have this The Crisis of Secularism in India.

Thomas Hayden:

The book The Crisis of Secularism in India make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make
your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book The Crisis of Secularism in India to be
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a
few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a guide The Crisis of
Secularism in India. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others.
So , how do you think about this publication?

Carolyn Treece:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Crisis of Secularism in India e-book
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation The Crisis of Secularism in India as good book
not just by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its
include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Chrissy Stallings:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you study
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The The Crisis of Secularism in India will give you a new experience in looking at a book.
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