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Famous for itsinsight into a young, inexperienced soldier’s psychology, Stephen Crane's The Red Badge of
Courage has long been assumed to have been based on little more than magazine articles and veterans
reminiscences. It also has been subject to various misreadings, including ones unduly influenced by fictional
responses to the wars of the twentieth century. Perry Lentz now draws on more than three decades of
teaching the novel and his own experience as a historical novelist to plumb the historical redlities that
actually shaped Crane’ swork and to confront these misreadings.

Taking anew look at a classic work that many may feel they already know, Lentz shows how this apparently
impressionistic novel is actually afaithful reflection of Civil War combat based on thorough knowledge
about combat in general and the battle of Chancellorsvillein particular. Anchoring the novel’s action firmly
in the Civil War, Lentz challenges the long-standing assumption that Crane did little research for the novel,
arguing that he made extensive use of contemporary sources to fashion an accurate depiction of
Chancellorsville.

Rich with information about infantry combat in the Civil War, from uniforms and weaponry to formations
and battlefield tactics, Lentz' s study invites readersto follow the exploits of Private Henry Fleming of the
304th New Y ork Volunteer Infantry Regiment as he and his fellow soldiers participate in this legendary
battle. Lentz shows how Crane evokes a set of traditional responses from his reader and how close reading
expands those responses. He examines Private Fleming' s adventures behind the lines of battle in terms of the
historical situations in which they are set, then explains how Crane repeatedly entices readers into imposing
their initial expectations and final evaluations upon the experiences of this particular soldier.

Lentz also investigates why the novel’ s portrayal of its hero’s experiences on the second day of battle is
sometimes ignored and always undervalued. By focusing on events both as they actually unfolded at
Chancellorsville and as Crane depicted Fleming and his comrades experiencing them, he shows how these
soldiers judge themselves, how others judge them, and how a reader can achieve a more sophisticated
understanding of these judgments. Lentz' s work reclaims a place for this novel in the American canon and
enhances our understanding of Crane, of alegendary battle, and of war literature in general.
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From reader reviews:
Marlon Duenas:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and natice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea
for awhileisreading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to
stand up than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Private
Fleming at Chancellorsville: The Red Badge of Courage and the Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY)
book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Rosa Flint:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Private Fleming at
Chancellorsville: The Red Badge of Courage and the Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) isour
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this
era

JulieMoore:

Beside this particular Private Fleming at Chancellorsville: The Red Badge of Courage and the Civil War
(SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) in your phone, it may give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or
info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be
worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Private Fleming
at Chancellorsville: The Red Badge of Courage and the Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) because
this book offersto you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want
to miss this? Find this book along with read it from right now!

JamesVoyles.

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but novel and Private Fleming at Chancellorsville: The Red Badge of
Courage and the Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) or even others sources were given know-how
for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are hel ping them to increase their knowledge. In



other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Private Fleming at Chancellorsville: The Red Badge of
Courage and the Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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