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Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, University of
Freiburg, course: HS American Classics of the 19th Century, 13 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, comment: I discuss all the different effects of light and lighting in the novel - broad daylight, the
meteor, morning light, artificial light etc. Professor's comment: Your observations about Hawthorne's use of
light and rendering of a chiaroscuro effect are brilliant. Your English is impeccable. , abstract: When he was
engaged to marry Sophia Amelia Peabody, a painter who copied the works of famed contemporaries with
"widespread praise", Nathaniel Hawthorne was awaiting two pictures she had produced "expressly for him."
(both GOLLIN 2001: 114)1 In a letter he assured her: I never owned a picture in my life; yet pictures have
always been among the earthly possessions (and they are spiritual possessions too) which I most coveted.
(...) I have often felt as if I could be a painter, only I am sure I could never handle a brush;- now my Dove
will show me the images of my inward eye, beautiful and etherealized by her own spirit. (GOLLIN 2001:
115) This essay will first try to outline whether these lines are just flattery or in how far the visual arts really
played an important role in Hawthorne's life, and since Hawthorne was of course quite able himself to lay
out before the world the images of his inward eye with great success, it will then try to show what visual
techniques Hawthorne incorporated in his work, particularly in his classic The Scarlet Letter. It will be seen
that, rather than creating a colorful tableau, as Hawthorne was also capable of doing in other tales (GOLLIN
1991: 53)2, he creates an atmosphere in The Scarlet Letter in which "the color pattern (...) is essentially a
contrast of red against black" (MATTHIESSEN 1945: 265)3, while the truly dominant technique Hawthorne
puts to use is chiaroscuro, the application of light and shade.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Poteat:

The book Light at Play in Nathaniel Hawthorne's 'The Scarlet Letter' gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Light at
Play in Nathaniel Hawthorne's 'The Scarlet Letter' to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like
add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like open up and read a guide Light at Play in Nathaniel Hawthorne's 'The Scarlet Letter'.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Charles Brewster:

The knowledge that you get from Light at Play in Nathaniel Hawthorne's 'The Scarlet Letter' is the more
deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Light at Play in Nathaniel Hawthorne's 'The Scarlet Letter'
giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Light
at Play in Nathaniel Hawthorne's 'The Scarlet Letter' instantly.

Shalon Dougherty:

This book untitled Light at Play in Nathaniel Hawthorne's 'The Scarlet Letter' to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Ronald Folk:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Light at Play in Nathaniel
Hawthorne's 'The Scarlet Letter' is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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