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Seventy years ago, more than six thousand Allied ships carried more than a million soldiers across the
English Channel to a fifty-mile-wide strip of the Normandy coast in German-occupied France. It was the
greatest sea-borne assault in human history. The code names given to the beaches where the ships landed the
soldiers have become immortal: Gold, Juno, Sword, Utah, and especially Omaha, the scene of almost
unimaginable human tragedy. The sea of crosses in the cemetery sitting today atop a bluff overlooking the
beaches recalls to us its cost.

Most accounts of this epic story begin with the landings on the morning of June 6, 1944. In fact, however, D-
Day was the culmination of months and years of planning and intense debate. In the dark days after the
evacuation of Dunkirk in the summer of 1940, British officials and, soon enough, their American
counterparts, began to consider how, and, where, and especially when, they could re-enter the European
Continent in force. The Americans, led by U.S. Army Chief of Staff General George C. Marshall, wanted to
invade as soon as possible; the British, personified by their redoubtable prime minister, Winston Churchill,
were convinced that a premature landing would be disastrous. The often-sharp negotiations between the
English-speaking allies led them first to North Africa, then into Sicily, then Italy. Only in the spring of 1943,
did the Combined Chiefs of Staff commit themselves to an invasion of northern France. The code name for
this invasion was Overlord, but everything that came before, including the landings themselves and the
supply system that made it possible for the invaders to stay there, was code-named Neptune.

Craig L. Symonds now offers the complete story of this Olympian effort, involving transports, escorts,
gunfire support ships, and landing craft of every possible size and function. The obstacles to success were
many. In addition to divergent strategic views and cultural frictions, the Anglo-Americans had to overcome
German U-boats, Russian impatience, fierce competition for insufficient shipping, training disasters, and a
thousand other impediments, including logistical bottlenecks and disinformation schemes. Symonds includes
vivid portraits of the key decision-makers, from Franklin Roosevelt and Churchill, to Marshall, Dwight
Eisenhower, and Admiral Sir Bertram Ramsay, who commanded the naval element of the invasion. Indeed,
the critical role of the naval forces--British and American, Coast Guard and Navy--is central throughout.

In the end, as Symonds shows in this gripping account of D-Day, success depended mostly on the men
themselves: the junior officers and enlisted men who drove the landing craft, cleared the mines, seized the
beaches and assailed the bluffs behind them, securing the foothold for the eventual campaign to Berlin, and
the end of the most terrible war in human history.
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From reader reviews:

Boris Hansen:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look
for book, may be the e-book untitled Operation Neptune: The D-Day Landings and the Allied Invasion of
Europe can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Terrance Allen:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Operation Neptune: The D-Day
Landings and the Allied Invasion of Europe that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Operation Neptune: The D-Day Landings and the Allied
Invasion of Europe become your current starter.

Cora Gallien:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Operation Neptune: The D-Day Landings
and the Allied Invasion of Europe which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Eldon Hall:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or
real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Operation Neptune: The D-Day Landings and the Allied Invasion of Europe can
make you experience more interested to read.
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