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Mark Twain has always been America’s spokesman, and his comments on a wide range of topics continue to
be accurate, valid, and frequently amusing. His opinions on the medical field are no exception. While
Twain’s works, including his popular novels about Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn, are rich in medical
imagery and medical themes derived from his personal experiences, his interactions with the medical
profession and his comments about health, illness, and physicians have largely been overlooked.
In Mark Twain and Medicine, K. Patrick Ober remedies this omission. The nineteenth century was a critical
time in the development of American medicine, with much competition among the different systems of
health care, both traditional and alternative. Not surprisingly, Mark Twain was right in the middle of it all.
He experimented with many of the alternative care systems that were available in his day—in part because of
his frustration with traditional medicine and in part because he hoped to find the “perfect” system that would
bring health to his family.
Twain’s commentary provides a unique perspective on American medicine and the revolution in medical
systems that he experienced firsthand. Ober explores Twain’s personal perspective in this area, as he
expressed it in fiction, speeches, and letters. As a medical educator, Ober explains in sufficient detail and
with clarity all medical and scientific terms, making this volume accessible to the general reader.
Ober demonstrates that many of Twain’s observations are still relevant to today’s health care issues,
including the use of alternative or complementary medicine in dealing with illness, the utility of placebo
therapies, and the role of hope in the healing process.
Twain’s evaluation of the medical practices of his era provides a fresh, humanistic, and personalized view of
the dramatic changes that occurred in medicine through the nineteenth century and into the first decade of the
twentieth. Twain scholars, general readers, and medical professionals will all find this unique look at his
work appealing.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Mejia:

Here thing why that Mark Twain and Medicine: "Any Mummery Will Cure" are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content
is as scrumptious as food or not. Mark Twain and Medicine: "Any Mummery Will Cure" giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar
with Mark Twain and Medicine: "Any Mummery Will Cure". It gives you thrill reading through journey, its
open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened
around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Mark Twain and
Medicine: "Any Mummery Will Cure" in e-book can be your alternative.

Benjamin Torres:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Mark Twain and
Medicine: "Any Mummery Will Cure", you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need
to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain
it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Rosario Jones:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Mark Twain and Medicine: "Any
Mummery Will Cure" can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Jeffrey Martinez:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named
of book Mark Twain and Medicine: "Any Mummery Will Cure". You can add your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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