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A tiny pair of beaded deerskin moccasins, given to a baby in 1913, provides the starting point for this
thoughtful examination of the work of Dakota women. Mary Eastman Faribault, born in Minnesota, made
them almost four decades after the U.S.–Dakota War of 1862. This and other ornately decorated objects
created by Dakota women—cradleboards, clothing, animal skin containers—served more than a utilitarian
function. They tell the story of colonization, genocide, and survival.

Author Colette Hyman traces the changes in the lives of Dakota women, starting before the arrival of whites
and covering the fur trade, the years of treaties and shrinking lands, the brutal time of removal, starvation,
and shattered families after 1862—and then the transition to reservation life, when missionaries and
government agents worked to turn the Dakota into Christian farmers. The decorative work of Dakota women
reflected all of this: native organic dyes and quillwork gave way to beading and needlework, items
traditionally decorated for family gifts were produced to sell to tourists and white collectors, work on
cradleboards and animal skin bags shifted to the ornamenting of hymnals and the creation of star quilts.

Through it all, the work of Dakota women proclaims and retains Dakota identity: it is a testament to the
endurance of Dakota traditions, to the survival of the Dakota in exile, and—most vividly—to the role of
women in that survival.

Colette A. Hyman teaches history and women’s studies at Winona State University. She is the author of
Staging Strikes: Workers’ Theatre and the American Labor Movement.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hollars:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Dakota Women's Work: Creativity, Culture, and Exile. Try to
make the book Dakota Women's Work: Creativity, Culture, and Exile as your close friend. It means that it
can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it
is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing
by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Marilyn Washington:

Typically the book Dakota Women's Work: Creativity, Culture, and Exile has a lot details on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after looking over this book.

Eric Beasley:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Dakota Women's Work: Creativity, Culture, and Exile provide you with a new
experience in reading through a book.

Anita Burns:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Dakota Women's Work: Creativity, Culture, and Exile was
filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book
that you wanted.
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