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This pioneering work is the first to trace how our understanding of the causes of human behavior has
changed radically over the course of European and American cultural history since 1830. Focusing on the act
of murder, as documented vividly by more than a hundred novels including Crime and Punishment, An
American Tragedy, The Trial, and Lolita, Stephen Kern devotes each chapter of A Cultural History of
Causality to examining a specific causal factor or motive for murder--ancestry, childhood, language,
sexuality, emotion, mind, society, and ideology. In addition to drawing on particular novels, each chapter
considers the sciences (genetics, endocrinology, physiology, neuroscience) and systems of thought
(psychoanalysis, linguistics, sociology, forensic psychiatry, and existential philosophy) most germane to
each causal factor or motive.

Kern identifies five shifts in thinking about causality, shifts toward increasing specificity, multiplicity,
complexity, probability, and uncertainty. He argues that the more researchers learned about the causes of
human behavior, the more they realized how much more there was to know and how little they knew about
what they thought they knew. The book closes by considering the revolutionary impact of quantum theory,
which, though it influenced novelists only marginally, shattered the model of causal understanding that had
dominated Western thought since the seventeenth century.

Others have addressed changing ideas about causality in specific areas, but no one has tackled a broad
cultural history of this concept as does Stephen Kern in this engagingly written and lucidly argued book.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Welling:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for
a while is reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of A Cultural
History of Causality: Science, Murder Novels, and Systems of Thought book as basic and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Jacob Hill:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love A Cultural History of Causality: Science, Murder
Novels, and Systems of Thought, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.

John Wiser:

The book untitled A Cultural History of Causality: Science, Murder Novels, and Systems of Thought contain
a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is
very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book
was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read
this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site
and order it. Have a nice study.

Jamila Coles:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book A Cultural History of Causality:
Science, Murder Novels, and Systems of Thought to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and study it. Beside that the reserve A Cultural History of Causality: Science, Murder
Novels, and Systems of Thought can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of that time.
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