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In one of the most spellbinding accounts of men who go down to the seain ships, the modern reader is given
aseat in the whale boat of Owen Chase as he and his fellow crew and their Captain make way in three boats
after the wreckage of the Whaleship Essex.

The account of how the Essex was wrecked inspired the infamous book Moby Dick and countless movies,
including the newest, In the Heart of the Sea.

The perils of sea, storms, nefarious intent of evil men and fate combined to bring an end to along whaling
voyage — typically hard and grueling enough without suffering an attack by a furious and vengeful sperm
whale.

The story, told in afirst-person narrative by Owen Chase, the first mate of the Essex, wasfirst published in
1821 and served to inspire Herman Melville to write hisfictional book of the attack by the whale.

The perseverance and determination of the crew, mate, and captain to use each and every tool and morsel
available to them in salvage from the wrecked Essex to outfit their flimsy whaleboats for a voyage of more
than 2,500 miles back to the South American coast is remarkable in many ways.

Every ounce of energy and civility rapidly evaporated after two months at sea. The story not told by Melville
may be the best part though the attack by the whale is still impressive if one imagines being on the small ship
as the leviathan repeatedly bashes in the hull.

In addition to the stirring account by Owen Chase are parts of the account by cabin boy Thomas Nickerson.
Nickerson returned to the seas on whale ships following the Essex shipwreck, one of just afew known to
have been sunk by awhale. After he retired to running a boarding house in Nantucket was when Nickerson
finally wrote his account of the Essex and the plight of the crew. Nickerson only put pen to paper when
challenged by avisiting author.

When the writer, Leon Lewis, escaping from his creditors, became acquainted with Nickerson, he
encouraged him to write down histale of the incredible Shipwreck of the Whaleship Essex. Nickerson did so
and entrusted the manuscript to the erstwhile writer who promised to get it published and then fled to
England.

Over one hundred years later the Nickerson account The Loss of the Ship "Essex" Sunk by aWhale and the
Ordeal of the Crew in Open Boats; was discovered in an old trunk and authenticated by the Nantucket
Historical Association and published in 1984, a century after Nickerson wroteit.

Nickerson's story told of the incredible attack on the Essex while two of the whaleboats were in the hunt to
harpoon their prey. Thefirst attack crashed the vessel and rocked it hard. Then, Nickerson wrote that the
monster whale turned and rammed the Essex again, causing it to heave, break apart and sink.

The crew began their search for land and eventually found a small island that was rather poor in resources.
The sailors, with the exception of three men who decided to stay on theisland, left in search of a better
island, the mainland or perhaps a ship.

Chase described how during the 90-day journey to the coast of Chile, the men were forced to eat one of their
fellow sailors who had died. Nickerson was less than specific about the act of cannibalism and was on the



same whaling boat with Chase. The other boat commanded by Capt. Pollard had, but four men left alive and
too weak to continue. Finally, they decided to draw lots to determine who would have to be shot so that the
others could live. The young cousin of the captain was the loser in that drawing and was killed. Only eight of
the crew of twenty survived.

It was later revealed that the three men who stayed behind on the island were rescued, and two of the boats
made it to Chile. The tale that they told, mainly through Chase' s account, laid the basis for one of the
greatest sea stories ever in print or the movies — Moby Dick.

This account by Chase includes actual news coverage of whale attacks and cannibals.
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From reader reviews:
James Snyder:

Here thing why this particular Wreck of the Whale Ship Essex - Illustrated - NARRATIVE OF THE MOST
EXTRAORDINARY AND DISTRESSING SHIPWRECK OF THE WHALE-SHIP ESSEX: Original News
Stories of Whale Attacks & Cannibals are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book
is good however it dependsin the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Wreck of
the Whale Ship Essex - Illustrated - NARRATIVE OF THE MOST EXTRAORDINARY AND
DISTRESSING SHIPWRECK OF THE WHALE-SHIP ESSEX: Original News Stories of Whale Attacks &
Cannibals giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but thereis no
publication that similar with Wreck of the Whale Ship Essex - Illustrated - NARRATIVE OF THE MOST
EXTRAORDINARY AND DISTRESSING SHIPWRECK OF THE WHALE-SHIP ESSEX: Original News
Stories of Whale Attacks & Cannibals. It givesyou thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes
about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. Y ou can
actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Wreck of the Whale Ship Essex - Illustrated
- NARRATIVE OF THE MOST EXTRAORDINARY AND DISTRESSING SHIPWRECK OF THE
WHALE-SHIP ESSEX: Original News Stories of Whale Attacks & Cannibals in e-book can be your
aternate.

Holly Taylor:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Publications can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story aswell astheir experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays alwaystry to improve their
expertise in writing, they aso doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Wreck
of the Whale Ship Essex - Illustrated - NARRATIVE OF THE MOST EXTRAORDINARY AND
DISTRESSING SHIPWRECK OF THE WHALE-SHIP ESSEX: Original News Stories of Whale Attacks &
Cannibals.

Sean Scruggs.

Spent afree time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the park. They
actually doing sametask every week. Do you fedl it? Will you something different to fill your current free
time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. Thefirst thing you
will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the
guide untitled Wreck of the Whale Ship Essex - lllustrated - NARRATIVE OF THE MOST



EXTRAORDINARY AND DISTRESSING SHIPWRECK OF THE WHALE-SHIP ESSEX: Original News
Stories of Whale Attacks & Cannibals can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Gary Cadllis:

This Wreck of the Whale Ship Essex - Illustrated - NARRATIVE OF THE MOST EXTRAORDINARY
AND DISTRESSING SHIPWRECK OF THE WHALE-SHIP ESSEX: Original News Stories of Whale
Attacks & Cannibalsis great guide for you because the content which can be full of information for you who
else dways deal with world and have to make decision every minute. Thiskind of book reveal it facts
accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are read
the item hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences
but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Wreck of the Whale Ship Essex
- lllustrated - NARRATIVE OF THE MOST EXTRAORDINARY AND DISTRESSING SHIPWRECK OF
THE WHALE-SHIP ESSEX: Original News Stories of Whale Attacks & Cannibalsin your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world
with ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , thisredlly is good reading book. Hey
Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?
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