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The ancient world served as an unconventional source of inspiration for a generation of modernists. Drawing
on examples from literature, dance, photography, and film, Modernism's Mythic Pose argues that a strain of
antimodern-classicism permeates modernist celebrations of novelty, shock, and technology.

The touchstone of Preston's study is Delsartism--the popular transnational movement which promoted
mythic statue--posing, poetic recitation, and other hybrid solo performances for health and spiritual
development. Derived from nineteenth-century acting theorist Francois Delsarte and largely organized by
women, Delsartism shaped modernist performances, genres, and ideas of gender. Even Ezra Pound, afamous
promoter of the "new," made ancient figures speak in the "old" genre of the dramatic monologue and
performed public recitations. Recovering precedents in nineteenth-century popular entertainments and
Delsartism's hybrid performances, this book considers the canonical modernists Pound and T. S. Eliot,
lesser-known poets like Charlotte Mew, the Russian filmmaker Lev Kuleshov, |sadora Duncan the
international dance star, and H.D. as poet and film actor.

Preston's interdisciplinary engagement with performance, poetics, modern dance, and silent film
demonstrates that studies of modernism often overemphasize breaks with the past. Modernism also posed
myth in an ambivalent relationship to modernity, a halt in the march of progress that could function as
escapism, skeptical critique, or afigure for the death of gods and civilizations.
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From reader reviews:
Sylvester Wedding:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by areserve.
Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world. Adjacent
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Modernism’'s Mythic Pose: Gender, Genre, Solo
Performance (Modernist Literature and Culture) will make you to aways be smarter. Y ou can feel much
more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading any
book make you bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or appropriate book with you?

Karen Wdlls:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Modernism's
Mythic Pose: Gender, Genre, Solo Performance (Modernist Literature and Culture) suitable to you? Often
the book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Modernism's Mythic Pose:
Gender, Genre, Solo Performance (Modernist Literature and Culture)is asingle of several books that
everyone read now. This kind of book wasinspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you awide
range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Anita Cannon:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, aswell as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity thisislook different you can
read some sort of book. It isrealy fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
whole day to reading areserve. The book Modernism's Mythic Pose: Gender, Genre, Solo Performance
(Modernist Literature and Culture) it is extremely good to read. There are alot of people that recommended
this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you
can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mOore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The priceis
not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Kenneth Lambert:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news.
In this particular modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.

Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
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