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Today hundreds of thousands of Americans carry pacemakers and implantable cardioverter-defibrillators
(ICDs) within their bodies. These battery-powered machines?small computers, in fact?deliver electricity to
the heart to correct dangerous disorders of the heartbeat. But few doctors, patients, or scholars know the
history of these devices or how "heart-rhythm management" evolved into a multi-billion-dollar
manufacturing and service industry.

Machines in Our Hearts tells the story of these two implantable medical devices. Kirk Jeffrey, a historian of
science and technology, traces the development of knowledge about the human heartbeat and follows
surgeons, cardiologists, and engineers as they invent and test a variety of electronic devices. Numerous small
manufacturing firms jumped into pacemaker production but eventually fell by the wayside, leaving only
three American companies in the business today. Jeffrey profiles pioneering heart surgeons, inventors from
the realms of engineering and medical research, and business leaders who built heart-rhythm management
into an industry with thousands of employees and annual revenues in the hundreds of millions. As Jeffrey
shows, the pacemaker (first implanted in 1958) and the ICD (1980) embody a paradox of high-tech health
care: these technologies are effective and reliable but add billions to the nation's medical bill because of the
huge growth in the number of patients who depend on implanted devices to manage their heartbeats.
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From reader reviews:

Timmy Gallegos:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand
up than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Machines in
Our Hearts: The Cardiac Pacemaker, the Implantable Defibrillator, and American Health Care book as nice
and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Bridget Chacon:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Machines in Our Hearts: The
Cardiac Pacemaker, the Implantable Defibrillator, and American Health Care is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Sharon Keller:

This book untitled Machines in Our Hearts: The Cardiac Pacemaker, the Implantable Defibrillator, and
American Health Care to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you
read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book
shop or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to
past this publication from your list.

Sandra Mendoza:

Typically the book Machines in Our Hearts: The Cardiac Pacemaker, the Implantable Defibrillator, and
American Health Care will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author
style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Machines in Our Hearts: The Cardiac Pacemaker, the Implantable Defibrillator,
and American Health Care is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.
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