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A fascinating portrayal of the lives of the great nineteenth-century courtesans.

Marie Duplessis, Cora Pearl, La Païva and La Présidente, the four women whose lives and legends are
examined in this fascinating book, were all representatives of the golden age of the French courtesan. In the
reign of Emperor Napoleon III the opulent and pampered demimonde became almost indistinguishable from
the haut-monde, with mythical reputations growing up around its most glittering and favored celebrities.

Marie Duplessis became the prototype of the virtuous courtesan when Alexandre Dumas Fils portrayed her
as Marguerite Gautier in La dame aux Camélias. Apollonie Sabatier, known as La Présidente, put men of
letters and other arts at ease amidst the gracious manners and bawdy talk of her salon and was immortalized
by sculptor August Clésinger and poet Charles Baudelaire.

To prejudiced eyes, the Russian Jew La Païva appeared intent on exploiting the rich young men of Paris.
Covetous onlookers resented her ability to amass and display great wealth, most notably in the design and
building of her opulent hotel in the Avenue of the Champs Elysées. The English beauty who called herself
Cora Pearl was another "foreign threat", with her athletic physique, sixty horses and ability "to make bored
men laugh", including Prince Napoleon.

Virginia Rounding disentangles myth from reality in her lively, thought-provoking study. Nineteenth-century
Paris comes to life and so do its most distinguished and déclassé inhabitants.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Luken:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Grandes Horizontales :
The Lives and Legends of Four Nineteenth-Century Courtesans will make you to possibly be smarter. You
can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading
the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Marie Avis:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go through
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Grandes
Horizontales : The Lives and Legends of Four Nineteenth-Century Courtesans offer you a new experience in
reading through a book.

John Keys:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Grandes Horizontales : The Lives and Legends
of Four Nineteenth-Century Courtesans can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at
this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should
have Grandes Horizontales : The Lives and Legends of Four Nineteenth-Century Courtesans.

Richard Manning:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Grandes Horizontales : The Lives and
Legends of Four Nineteenth-Century Courtesans or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In other
case, beside science publication, any other book likes Grandes Horizontales : The Lives and Legends of Four
Nineteenth-Century Courtesans to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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