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If you believe the experts, “child’ s play”; is serious business. From sociologists to psychologists and from
anthropologiststo social critics, writers have produced mountains of books about the meaning and
importance of play. But what do we know about how children actually play, especialy American children of
the last two centuries? In this fascinating and enlightening book, Howard Chudacoff presents a history of
children’s play in the United States and ponders what it tells us about ourselves.

Through expert investigation in primary sources-including dozens of children's diaries, hundreds of
autobiographical recollections of adults, and a wealth of child—rearing manuals—along with wide—ranging
reading of the work of educators, journalists, market researchers, and scholars-Chudacoff digsinto the
“underground” of play. He contrasts the activities that genuinely occupied children's time with what adults
thought children should be doing.

Filled with intriguing stories and revelatory insights, Children at Play provides a chronological history of
play in the U.S. from the point of view of children themselves. Focusing on youngsters between the ages of
about six and twelve, thisis history “from the bottom up.” It highlights the transformations of play that have
occurred over the last 200 years, paying attention not only to the activities of the cultural elite but to those of
working-class men and women, to slaves, and to Native Americans. In addition, the author considers the
findings, observations, and theories of numerous social scientists along with those of fellow historians.

Chudacoff concludes that children's ability to play independently has attenuated over time and that in our
modern era this diminution has frequently had unfortunate consequences. By examining the activities of
young people whom marketers today call “tweens,” he provides fresh historical depth to current discussions
about topics like childhood obesity, delinguency, learning disability, and the many ways that children spend
their time when adults aren’t looking.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Rodiguez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Children at Play: An American History. Try to make the book Children at
Play: An American History as your buddy. It meansthat it can for being your friend when you really feel
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Y eah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So, let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Matthew M cDanidl:

The book Children at Play: An American History give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your sparetime. You
can use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through abook Children at Play: An
American History being your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. Y ou are able to know everything if you like wide open and read
ae-book Children at Play: An American History. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Aaron Blue

Reading areserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story as well astheir experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write
about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet alwaystry to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of
them isthis Children at Play: An American History.

Ella Hodge:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Children at Play: An American History e-
book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill
only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Children at Play: An American History as good
book not simply by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one book that can break don't judge book by its
protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already said so why you haveto listening to an additional sixth sense.
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