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From minding your Ps and Qs to wondering why X should mark the spot, Alphabetical is abook for
everyone who loves words and language. Whether it's how letters are arranged on keyboards or Viking
runes, textspeak or zip codes, this book will change the way you think about letters for ever. How on Earth
did we fix upon our twenty-six letters, what do they really mean, and how did we come to write them down
in the first place? Michael Rosen takes you on an unforgettable adventure through the history of the al phabet
in twenty-six vivid chapters, fizzing with personal anecdotes and fascinating facts. Starting with the
mysterious Phoenicians and how sounds first came to be written down, he races on to show how nonsense
poems work, pins down the strange story of OK, traces our seven lost |etters and tackles the tyranny of
spelling, among many many other things. His heroes of the alphabet range from Edward Lear to Phyllis
Pearsall (the inventor of the A-Z), and from the two scribes of Beowulf to rappers. Each chapter takeson a
different subject - whether it's codes, umlauts or the writing of dictionaries. Rosen's enthusiasm for letters
positively leaps off the page, whether it's the story of hislife told through the typewriters he's owned or a
chapter on jokes written in a string of gags and word games. So if you ever wondered why Hawaiian only
has a thirteen-letter alphabet, why X should mark the spot or became shorthand for Christmas or how exactly
to write down the sound of awild raspberry, read on ...
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From reader reviews:
John Lyons:

Now aday folkswho Living in the erawhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Alphabetical: How Every
Letter Tells a Story book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

L atoya Brown:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Alphabetical: How
Every Letter Tellsa Story suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. Often
the book untitled Alphabetical: How Every Letter Tells a Storyis the one of several books which everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired alot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will
enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you awide
range of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

|da Shrout:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, think
reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have the e-
book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Alphabetical: How Every Letter Tells
a Story which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Emma Berkey:

As ascholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading'sinternal or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Alphabetical: How Every Letter Tells a Story can make you experience more
interested to read.
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