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Tracing a seismic shift in American social thought, Jeffrey Sklansky offers a new synthesis of the intellectual
transformation entailed in the rise of industrial capitalism.

For a century after Independence, the dominant American understanding of selfhood and society came from
the tradition of political economy, which defined freedom and equality in terms of ownership of the means of
self-employment. However, the gradual demise of the household economy rendered proprietary
independence an increasingly embattled ideal. Large landowners and industrialists claimed the right to rule
as a privilege of their growing monopoly over productive resources, while dispossessed farmers and workers
charged that a propertyless populace was incompatible with true liberty and democracy.

Amid the widening class divide, nineteenth-century social theorists devised a new science of American
society that came to be called "social psychology." The change Sklansky charts begins among Romantic
writers such as Ralph Waldo Emerson and Margaret Fuller, continues through the polemics of political
economists such as Henry George and William Graham Sumner, and culminates with the pioneers of modern
American psychology and sociology such as William James and Charles Horton Cooley. Together, these
writers reconceived freedom in terms of psychic self-expression instead of economic self-interest, and they
redefined democracy in terms of cultural kinship rather than social compact.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Baudoin:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Soul's
Economy: Market Society and Selfhood in American Thought, 1820-1920. All type of book are you able to
see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Theresa Gayle:

This The Soul's Economy: Market Society and Selfhood in American Thought, 1820-1920 book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. That The Soul's Economy: Market Society and Selfhood in American
Thought, 1820-1920 without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Soul's Economy: Market Society and Selfhood in American
Thought, 1820-1920 can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Soul's Economy: Market Society
and Selfhood in American Thought, 1820-1920 having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you
will not feel uninterested in reading.

Kimberly Wood:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Soul's Economy: Market Society and Selfhood in American Thought, 1820-1920 your head will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely
can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one
application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The The Soul's Economy:
Market Society and Selfhood in American Thought, 1820-1920 giving you another experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Dorothy Vinson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and



soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is The Soul's Economy: Market Society and Selfhood in American Thought, 1820-
1920 this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book
acceptable all of you.
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