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The First World War created the modern world. A conflict of unprecedented ferocity, it abruptly ended the
relative peace and prosperity of the Victorian era, unleashing such demons of the twentieth century as
mechanized warfare and mass death. It also helped to usher in the ideas that have shaped our times--
modernism in the arts, new approaches to psychology and medicine, radical thoughts about economics and
society--and in so doing shattered the faith in rationalism and liberalism that had prevailed in Europe since
the Enlightenment. With The First World War, John Keegan, one of our most eminent military historians,
fulfills alifelong ambition to write the definitive account of the Great War for our generation.

Probing the mystery of how acivilization at the height of its achievement could have propelled itself into
such aruinous conflict, Keegan takes us behind the scenes of the negotiations among Europe's crowned
heads (all of them related to one another by blood) and ministers, and their doomed efforts to defuse the
crisis. Hereveals how, by an astonishing failure of diplomacy and communication, a bilateral dispute grew to
engulf an entire continent.

But the heart of Keegan's superb narrativeis, of course, his analysis of the military conflict. With unequalled
authority and insight, he recreates the nightmarish engagements whose names have become legend--V erdun,
the Somme and Gallipoli among them--and sheds new light on the strategies and tactics employed,
particularly the contributions of geography and technology. No less central to Keegan's account is the human
aspect. He acquaints us with the thoughts of the intriguing personalities who oversaw the tragically
unnecessary catastrophe--from heads of state like Russia’s hapless tsar, Nicholas I1, to renowned warmakers
such as Haig, Hindenburg and Joffre. But Keegan reserves his most affecting personal sympathy for those
whose individual efforts history has not recorded--"the anonymous millions, indistinguishably drab,
undifferentially deprived of any scrap of the glories that by tradition made the life of the man-at-arms
tolerable.”

By the end of the war, three great empires--the Austro-Hungarian, the Russian and the Ottoman--had
collapsed. But as Keegan shows, the devastation ex-tended over the entirety of Europe, and still profoundly
informs the palitics and culture of the continent today. His brilliant, panoramic account of this vast and

terrible conflict is destined to take its place among the classics of world history.

With 24 pages of photographs, 2 endpaper maps, and 15 maps in text
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From reader reviews:
Patrick Oneil:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The First World War. Try to face the book The First World War as your
good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Erin Cummins:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the ideafor awhile is reading.

Y ep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high.
For you who want to start reading any book, we give you that The First World War book as starter and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Na Urquhart:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your aternative within spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is actually The First World War.

Kayla Congdon:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The The
First World War offer you a new experience in reading through a book.
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