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Early in his career, John Updike announced his affinity with the Christian existentialism of Soren
Kierkegaard, Paul Tillich, Karl Barth, and others. Because of this, many of Updike's critics have interpreted
his work from within a Christian existentialist context. Yet Kierkegaard and Barth provide Updike with
much more than a mere context, for their dialectical thinking serves as the springboard for Updike's own
unique dialectical vision, a complex matrix of ethical precepts, theological beliefs, and aesthetic principles
that governs nearly all of his literary output. Nowhere else in his immense corpus is this vision more clearly
and thoroughly expressed than in his four Rabbit novels, which were gathered into the single volume Rabbit
Angstrom in 1995. However, because Updike's critics have chosen to read the Rabbit novels as discrete,
freestanding texts, they have by and large failed to extract the precepts of this private vision.

In John Updike's Rabbit Tetralogy, Marshall Boswell redresses this imbalance by treating the Rabbit
tetralogy as a single, unified "mega-novel." He demonstrates that, taken together as a single work, the four
discrete sections of the tetralogy not only provide a coherent and complete articulation of Updike's unique
existential vision but also compose a unified work of remarkable formal complexity. Boswell brings to
Updike's work the concept of "mastered irony," a term coined by Kierkegaard to describe the presentation of
two legitimate but contradictory sides of an issue. In the Rabbit novels, these issues range from adultery to
drug addiction, from race to redemption, with each issue examined through the refracting lens of Updike's
own ironic method. Boswell shows that although each of the four individual Rabbit novels confirms this
dialectical strategy in a unique way, the completed tetralogy comprises an additional series of dialectical
pairs that sustain, rather than resolve, thematic and formal tension. Ultimately, the structure of the finished
"mega-novel" echoes the work's thematic rationale.

To help readers who are interested in a particular Rabbit novel, Boswell devotes a chapter to each individual
section of the tetralogy. At the same time, he treats each novel as an integral part of the more comprehensive
whole. Honoring the full complexity of Updike's provocative thinking without losing sight of the tetralogy's
popular appeal, John Updike's Rabbit Tetralogy makes a valuable addition to the study of Updike's work.
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From reader reviews:

Mamie Perkins:

The book John Updike's Rabbit Tetralogy: Mastered Irony in Motion can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a
book John Updike's Rabbit Tetralogy: Mastered Irony in Motion? Several of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book John Updike's Rabbit Tetralogy: Mastered Irony in Motion has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Quintanar:

Exactly why? Because this John Updike's Rabbit Tetralogy: Mastered Irony in Motion is an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will
go to the guide store hurriedly.

Jeffrey Diaz:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love John Updike's Rabbit Tetralogy:
Mastered Irony in Motion, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Mindy Hicks:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its
handle may doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually John Updike's Rabbit Tetralogy: Mastered Irony in
Motion why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will



directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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